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Summer is almost here!While the rest of the country celebrates the first day of
summer on June 20, we know that summer arrives in Arizona on or around
May 15. While the temperatures have been somewhat mild to this point, we all
know what is coming. We are very nearly in blazing hot territory, where we
learn once again that seat belts make very good branding irons. 

However, temperatures are not the only things with the potential to soar after
May 15. I invite you to turn up the heat on your spiritual lives this summer,
wherever you are and whatever you are doing. What follows is a list of “grace-
filled” activities for you to consider this summer that will both honor God and
deepen your faith as you focus on the reality that God doesn’t take the summer
off. What’s more, of the items on this list are designed to bring you joy.

1. On the Road with Prince of Peace – Before you escape for the entire
summer or for your next vacation, pick up a laminated Prince of Peace placard
(available in the racks in the church lobby). Then make a conscious effort to
take a photo of you/your family holding the placard in whatever amazing setting
you find yourself (be creative!) After you have taken the photo, spend a few
minutes in prayer, thanking God for his many blessings and lifting up the
ministry of Prince of Peace. Then send the photo to us to be included on our
display boar at POP. Wherever you are in the world, you can remain connected
to God and your community of faith through the gift of prayer.

2. Worship God Wherever You Are – Include a visit to a local church in your
travel itineraries. Be flexible and creative. Choose a different brand of
Christianity and worship with them. Or choose a church with a visually stunning
sanctuary and worship with them.  Think of it as an opportunity to increase your
exposure to the many different shades of Christianity in our world. Then bring
back a worship program (AKA bulletin) from your adventure in ecumenism.

BLAZING HOT SUMMER (IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE)
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3. Encourage People – Select some folks that could use some encouragement.
It could be the flight attendants on your next plane ride, nurses/doctors/office
workers at your next medical appointment or even leaders at random
churches/homeless shelters/social service agencies wherever you find yourself.
Then deliver a small gift to the person leading that ministry. It could be anything
(but you can’t go wrong with a Starbucks gift card!) The most important thing is
that you thank the person for the work they are doing and let them know you
will pray for them (and then do so). Imagine the look on the person’s face when
you make this small gesture of encouragement. Even better, select a few small
gifts before you travel and challenge yourself to give them all away before you
return. Together we can bless people wherever we find ourselves and have fun
doing it.

4. Develop Your Own Ritual Prayer Moments – Challenge yourself to pray at
certain times or when certain things are happening. For instance, pray on
arrival in airports, towns, hotels, etc. Or pray at departure. Or pray at sunrise or
sunset. Or pray when you are stopped at red lights. Develop an easy to
remember prayer ritual and stick to it. No grand prayers are needed. Simply
thank God for his presence and you will discover you can feel his presence
more deeply. If you have a family, include them in the challenge (little kids are
great at reminding us to do things!) 

As always, if you are in town, I’d love to see you at Prince of Peace, either on
Sunday mornings or for an iced coffee on a random weekday (just call ahead).
Together we can heat up our spiritual lives with intention and joy. Have a
“grace-filled” summer.

Peace, 

Pastor Rick 



June 4 is Sports Sunday – wear your favorite sport’s teams’ apparel
(Cardinals, Suns, Diamondbacks, Oh my!)

June 11 is Aloha Sunday – wear your favorite Island apparel (loud Hawaiian
shirts encouraged)

June 18 is Father's Day/Dad Joke Sunday – On Father’s Day, being your best,
yet appropriate, dad joke for a special offering

June 25 is Favorite T-Shirt Sunday – wear your favorite, yet appropriate, T-
shirt (wittiness is encouraged)

We celebrate the joyful spirit of God moving among us with lively worship
services and themes each Sunday.

at Prince of Peaceat Prince of Peace
Summer WorshipSummer Worship

July 2 - Worship @ Shepherd of the Hills UCC

July 9 – Worship @ Prince of Peace

July 16 – Worship @ Shepherd of the Hills UCC

July 23 – Worship @ Prince of Peace

July 30 - Worship @ Shepherd of the Hills UCC

We join forces with Shepherd of the Hills UCC for combined worship
services with a joyful flair.All three pastors will be involved as we sing,
pray and celebrate together.

Shepherd of the Hills UCC 5524 E Lafayette Blvd, Phx (56th St and Lafayette)

June - Spirit Month

JULY- Church Mashup Month



 Easter at POP 2023!

We have so much to celebrate so we are taking some time during worship
in August to do just that!

August 6 – Celebration of Service / Christmas in August

August 13 – Celebration of Students / Blessing of the Backpacks

August 20 – Celebration of Educators / Installation of POP Preschool Staff

August 27 – Celebration of Grandparents

August Celebration Month



Prince of Peace Preschool Main Campus

 ᴛʜᴀɴᴋ ʏᴏᴜ ꜱᴏ ᴍᴜᴄʜ ᴛᴏ ᴏᴜʀ ᴡᴏɴᴅᴇʀꜰᴜʟ ꜰᴀᴍɪʟɪᴇꜱ ꜰᴏʀ ꜱᴜᴘᴘᴏʀᴛɪɴɢ ᴜꜱ ᴀᴛ
ᴏᴜʀ ᴀɴɴᴜᴀʟ ꜰᴜɴᴅʀᴀɪꜱᴇʀ! ᴛʜᴀɴᴋ ʏᴏᴜ ᴛᴏ ᴛʜᴏꜱᴇ ᴡʜᴏ ᴠᴏʟᴜɴᴛᴇᴇʀᴇᴅ, ʀᴏᴏᴍ

ᴘᴀʀᴇɴᴛꜱ ᴀɴᴅ ᴅᴏɴᴏʀꜱ ꜰᴏʀ ᴘᴜᴛᴛɪɴɢ ᴛᴏɢᴇᴛʜᴇʀ ᴀᴍᴀᴢɪɴɢ ʙᴀꜱᴋᴇᴛꜱ! 



𝗥𝗢𝗢𝗠 𝟴  ᴄʀᴇᴀᴛᴇᴅ ᴛʜᴇɪʀ ᴏᴡɴ ᴠᴇʜɪᴄʟᴇꜱ ᴅᴜʀɪɴɢ ᴛʜᴇ
ᴡᴇᴇᴋ ᴏꜰ ᴛʀᴀɴꜱᴘᴏʀᴛᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴅᴀʏ. 

 
ᴛʜᴇʏ ꜱʜᴏᴡᴇᴅ ᴏꜰꜰ ᴛʜᴇɪʀ ᴡʜᴇᴇʟꜱ ʙʏ ʜᴀᴠɪɴɢ ᴀ ᴘᴀʀᴀᴅᴇ

ᴛʜʀᴏᴜɢʜᴏᴜᴛ ᴛʜᴇ ᴄᴀᴍᴘᴜꜱ!

“ɪꜰ ʏᴏᴜ ᴄᴀɴ ᴅʀᴇᴀᴍ ɪᴛ, 𝔂𝓸𝓾 𝓬𝓪𝓷 𝓭𝓸 𝓲𝓽.” 
—𝘞𝘢𝘭𝘵 𝘋𝘪𝘴𝘯𝘦𝘺



 Transportation
 

Day 
 

fun! 



Prince of Peace Preschool Intergenerational
Program at Hospice of the Valley Campus

This month at HOV we incubated eggs and they hatched into chicks! 



Prince of Peace Preschool Intergenerational
Program at Hospice of the Valley Campus

"ɪᴛ ɪꜱ ɪɴ ᴘʟᴀʏɪɴɢ, ᴀɴᴅ ᴏɴʟʏ ɪɴ ᴘʟᴀʏɪɴɢ, ᴛʜᴀᴛ ᴛʜᴇ ɪɴᴅɪᴠɪᴅᴜᴀʟ ᴄʜɪʟᴅ ᴏʀ ᴀᴅᴜʟᴛ ɪꜱ
ᴀʙʟᴇ ᴛᴏ ʙᴇ ᴄʀᴇᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ ᴀɴᴅ ᴛᴏ ᴜꜱᴇ ᴛʜᴇ ᴡʜᴏʟᴇ ᴘᴇʀꜱᴏɴᴀʟɪᴛʏ, ᴀɴᴅ ɪᴛ ɪꜱ ᴏɴʟʏ ɪɴ ʙᴇɪɴɢ

ᴄʀᴇᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ ᴛʜᴀᴛ ᴛʜᴇ ɪɴᴅɪᴠɪᴅᴜᴀʟ ᴅɪꜱᴄᴏᴠᴇʀꜱ ᴛʜᴇ ꜱᴇʟꜰ." ⭐ - 𝘿.𝙒. 𝙒𝙄𝙉𝙉𝙄𝘾𝙊𝙏𝙏 



May OutreachMay Outreach  
Water Donations for the Heat Respite ProgramWater Donations for the Heat Respite Program

You may drop off water or money donations to the
Preschool office, Church office or church on Sunday. 

You may use the QR code for a donation towards the
bulk purchase of water. 

We are collecting water to donate to Grace Lutheran to
help support the heat respite program. 

 
Every summer Grace Lutheran Church Grace Lutheran
Church has been part of this network, beyond providing

hydration, respite and wellness checks during the summer
months. In line with the mission of Grace, the Heat Respite

program aspires to reach out to not only the physical
needs of all those who come through the doors, but to

their fullness as human beings. They serve 80-150 people
per day. 



PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND WITH

There is still time to sign up!
Pastor Rick, Pastor Paul, and Pastor Rock

The only commitment is to pray daily for our friends, family
and community that are requesting prayers.  Please

               email office@popphoenix.org to be included in the   
   prayer request emails or sign up directly at

www.popphoenix.org/prayer-chain

Prayer Warriors

Contact Pastor at office@popphoenix.org or
480.945.9537

Join the community of Prayer Warriors! 



Join us for Bible Study!

Theology Pub in person - June 13th at 7pm at Fate Brewery,
S.Scottsdale

Wednesday Bible Study with Pastor Rick 10am in the church 
      office conference room.   

BG's Meetups! 
Potluck Style: 

May 19th, meet at 4:00 pm at Carol Kauffmans' home. 

June 2nd ,  meet at 4:00 pm at Jana Petersons' home. 

Any questions, see Carol, Jana or Pastor Paul 



Partners in Ministry: Pastor KristinPartners in Ministry: Pastor Kristin



Here in Zambia, I gathered with five congregations in the Lusaka city
area for Easter weekend celebrations.  There were workshops, shared
meals, worship, singing, and on Easter morning, we even marched on
the side of the highway in front of the church to share the good news

that Jesus is risen!  Yesu, a uka!  

Pastor Kristin Engstrom
ELCA Global Missionary with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia



Congratulations to the cast and crew of Seussical Jr the May and final
production of the season!  Photo credit: Kimberly Matura

Prince of Peace / The Temple Theater CompanyPrince of Peace / The Temple Theater Company  
PartnershipPartnership



Prince of Peace / The Temple Theater CompanyPrince of Peace / The Temple Theater Company  
PartnershipPartnership

The 2022-2023 season is over! We are so proud of the coordination
and efforts of all involved in this partnership! We were able to put
500 young actors on stage!  Thank you to all the actors, volunteers
and leaders that made this freshman season a success! 

The Theater group is on break for the summer and will resume in
September for the production of Frozen Jr! 

Visit www.templeperformingarts.com for information on theater
summer camps and workshops! 
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