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All Things New
“And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’”  Revelation 21:5

N ew Year's Day is always an excit-
ing new beginning. If the old year 

has brought us pain and misery, we 
rejoice that it is over, gone, behind 
us. If life is good and we are healthy, 
we thank God for the many ways in 
which we are blessed. In either case, 
the core of our celebrations is a wild 
hope that the next twelve months 
will be tremendous. One of my 
favorite New Year rituals is also one 
of absolute necessity. I take the old 
calendar off the wall of my office 
and replace it with a new one. 
For many years, the Sherrill family 
has created a photo calendar that 
features highlights of our life together. 
Each year when I take down the old 
calendar, I thumb through it one last 
time to remember the places, events 
and emotions that are captured on the 
pages and inevitably find myself smil-
ing. Then the new calendar goes up. It 
not only contains twelve more months 
of visual memories, but each day has 
a blank space that cries out for new 
family highlights to be planned and 
experienced. In those blank spaces I 
find opportunity.
	 Lately I’ve been hearing the saying, 
“It is what it is!” more and more. Per-
haps you are hearing it, too? It seems 
to be the answer we give when we 
have nothing else to say. While there 
is a kind of simple truth to this phrase, 

it is too fatalistic to me. It implies that 
what “is” must be what will “be.”
	 Fortunately, we are part of God’s 
family and we believe in unexpected 
miracles. We have been given divine 
permission to say, “I don’t know what 
will be. None of us does.” We don’t 
know the future. What we do know is 
that God is in the process of making 
all things new. While many aspects 
of our world are terribly broken now, 
what “is” doesn’t have to be what will 
“be.” God is making all things new. 
Notice the active verb tense. God’s 
creation is being transformed before 
our very eyes.  
	 The Bible is not a story about the 
triumph of human accomplishment. 
It is a story of unexpected miracles, 
implausible outcomes and improbable 
second chances. Above all, it is the 
story about God creating newness in 

ordinary people in order to make the 
world a better place. The center of the 
story is God, not us. And the conclu-
sion of the story is a new world.  
	 This promise has the power to 
change us. We can look at problems 
and people and problem people with 
a new, hopeful perspective. We can 
look at our church community and 
anticipate the new people God will 
place in our midst and the many ways 
they will change us. We can see the 
days of the new year laid out as blank 
spaces on a calendar and wonder how 
God will fill in those spaces with new 
adventures, new friends, new ideas 
and new life. Most of all, we can look 
at our own pain and expect that God 
will do something miraculous with it. 
Thank God we can live with a life-giv-
ing, day-saving, smile-inducing sense 
of expectancy.
	 This is what I mean when I say, 
“Happy New Year!”   
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▼

Rock-n-Roll Marathon Weekend
January 19

The Rock-n-Roll Marathon is an annual event in the life 
of our city. Please note that there are multiple road clo-
sures around our neighborhood that may prevent you 
from getting to the church on Sunday morning. Despite 
this, we will still be here worshiping God!

Sunday, January 19 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. (no Sunday School)

Alternatively, you can use this weekend as an opportunity to check out a truly 
amazing sanctuary and have a cross-denominational experience by worshiping 
at The Franciscan Renewal Center (5802 E. Lincoln Drive, Scottsdale AZ 85253) 
at their 5 p.m. service on Saturday, January 18. 
And don’t forget to volunteer on Sunday morning at Prince of Peace’s marathon 
water station! 

Souper Bowl of Caring (POP Style)
Sunday, February 2
On February 2, two professional football teams will square off on the Super 
Bowl in Miami, FL. On the same day, we will be collecting your loose change 
in big metal pots to give to the Arcadia Cares Food for Kidz Packathon. Please 
bring your loose change to worship and look for the “heavy metal” laden 
youth who will be ready to collect it. Any coins can help! ($1.50 = 10 meals, 
$15.00 = 100 meals, $30.00 = 200 meals)

Together we can make a difference.  

This is an ESPECIALLY GOOD GIVING/LEARNING  
OPPORTUNITY FOR KIDS!

POP Luther League Reunion 
"The Howie & Paul Years,1969-1981"

Come and visit with old friends 
Howie & Mary Wennes 

and  
Paul & Louise Evenson

 Saturday, January 11, 2020 
1-5 p.m. Open House

 Sunday, January 12, 2020 
9:30 a.m., Worship Service at Prince of Peace 

(POP Youth Pancake Breakfast following worship) 

Call or e-mail Laurel Edgar with suggested e-mails to anyone who might be 
interested in coming! sledgar@gmail.com or 602.677.0301, We will send an 
Evite invitation with the details!



Sunday Worship

Worship Schedule

Worship, 9:30 a.m.

January 5

Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 
Pastor Rick, preaching

January 12

Baptism of Our Lord 
Youth Group Reunion 

Isaiah 42:1-6 
Matthew 3:13-17 

Pastor Jim Hill-Hanson, preaching

January 19

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
John 1:29-42 

Pastor Paul, preaching

January 26

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Matthew 4:12-23 
Pastor Rick, preaching
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Pastor Rick’s 
Open Office 
Hours 
Mondays , 1-3 p.m. 
(except January 20)
Come on by for a bottle of water 
or cup of coffee and conversation 
with Pastor Rick.  

	 Make a New Year’s Resolution to help out those less fortunate – including the 
hungry children right here in our neighborhood. And you can keep that resolution 
by getting involved with the Sixth Annual Arcadia Cares: Food for Kidz pack-
athon on Saturday, March 21, 2020, hosted by Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. 
The entire Arcadia community is again being invited to participate in assembly 
line packing of meals for children and their families locally and internationally.
	 The Food for Kidz model provides individually 
packed, highly nutritious and filling meals packed 
with rice, soy, vitamins and dehydrated vegetables. 
Each meal provides a day’s worth of vitamins and 
nutrients to enable children to grow up strong and 
fight off diseases and sickness. These meals have a 
shelf life of three years.
	 The goal for 2020 is to pack 115,000 meals, which 
would bring the six-year total to nearly 600,000. The 
majority of the meals packed will help fill the empty 
tummies of children and their families in the Phoe-
nix metro area

Donations Requested  
We need to raise $13,000 to purchase the necessary ingredients to meet our 2020 
meals’ goal. Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to support the 
effort. All donations are appreciated, regardless of the amount. Make your dona-
tion through Prince of Peace, indicating that it is for Arcadia Cares: Food for Kidz. 
Donations can be put in the Sunday offering plate (make sure to note “Packathon” 
on the memo line of your check), dropped off in the church office, or made online 
through the Prince of Peace website. A sponsorship form is included with this 
newsletter.

Please support Prince of Peace’s major outreach to our community and a very 
worthy cause by participating in and/or donating to the 2020 packathon. Ques-
tions — please contact Steve Crofton, stephen.crofton@gmail.com or Heidi McNeil 
Staudenmaier, hstaudenmaier@swlaw.com. Thank you.

6th Annual Arcadia Cares 
Food for Kidz Packathon

Saturday, March 21, 2020

 Volunteers Needed
Several hundred volun-
teers are needed to assure 
a successful event. All 
ages from three on up are 
welcome to participate. 
Sign-ups will begin 
on Sunday, January 26 
via the Prince of Peace 
website.

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, February 19, 11-12 p.m.
Calling all POP members to our annual congregational meeting.  We will elect 
new officers and council members, adopt the 2020 budget and give a report 
and several new initiatives for the coming years.  
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Theology Pub
A Place for Scripture 
Exploration & Excellent 
Conversation 

Tuesday, January 21, 
7 p.m. Fate Brewery

Join us with your Bible, beer (or 
other beverage) and lively dis-
cussions with great people at Fate 
Brewing, South Location (1312 N 
Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale). This 
is a time for free discussion and 
the sharing of ideas and is open 
to all, including your friends who 
aren’t members of POP. Please 
send Pastor Rick an e-mail (pas-
torrick@popphoenix.org) or a text 
(408.472.0529) if you plan to be 
there. 

From Your Council President
	 Happy New Year! Amazingly, it’s that time again. A new year has arrived, 
right on schedule. This is the time of year many of us start making resolutions to 
change a certain area or multiple areas of our lives. For some, it may be a second, 
third, or fourth (or more) attempt at their New Year resolution. 		  After 
so many attempts, why would they ever want to try again? 
Imagine though, that if every spring, flowers quit blooming; what if the sun 
didn’t rise every day; what if Christ had not come to us or hadn’t risen from the 
dead? Without his resurrection, there really wouldn’t be any hope for permanent 
life change. However, He was born, died and rose again.  That means there is 
hope for a better future. If we follow the example of Jesus, our hope for a better 
future becomes our reality. With Jesus, we don’t have to wait another year for 
January 1st to occur. His mercy is new every morning. We can pursue our own 
new beginning right now. 
	 The Church Council will meet in early January to set the budget for 2020. A 
copy of the budget will be available in late January for your review. It will be 
presented to the congregation in February at the annual congregational meeting. 
I want to thank all of you for turning in your pledge cards in a timely manner. 
The pledges are an important part of setting the budget. 
	 Enjoy your journey as you travel down the road of renewal. As we know, 
change can be a challenge, but staying focused on Christ will ease that challenge. 
	 Happy New Year and happy new beginnings! 
	 Debbie Nelson

Women’s Bible 
Study (M&M’s)
Tuesdays in January, 
9:30 a.m. 
In January our study will refocus on the 
book “Understanding Our Neighbors 
Tradition, using the book, Honoring Our 
Neighbors Faith, published by Augsburg 
Fortress. During this year-long journey 
we are developing a deeper under-
standing of our own Lutheran tradi-
tion and the history of our church and 
compare our tradition with those of our 
neighbors.   Monthly Attendance  

and Revenue Report
as of November 30, 2019

		  November 2019	 November 2018 
		  (4-week month)	 (4-week month)

Monthly Attendance 	 559		  594	
Monthly Offering	 $53,655		 $28,343	
Monthly Offering Budget	 $31,514		 $28,857	
Variance	 $22,141		 $2,486 

Wednesday Bible Study
Wednesday mornings in January at 9:30 a.m. in the of-
fice conference room
(No class on January 1)
Join Pastor Rick as we look at the assigned scripture readings for the following 
Sunday. This is your opportunity to help create a sermon! The coffee is hot, the 
discussion is faith-affirming and the camaraderie will warm your heart. All are 
welcome!



Sunday School News
Schedule for January:
	 Jan. 5	 No Sunday School
	 Jan. 12	 College Care Package Service Project
	 Jan. 19	 Marathon Water Station
	 Jan. 26	 Regular Sunday School resumes

Service Project — College Care Packages — YOUR HELP NEEDED! 
On Sunday, January 12, our Sunday School kids will fill care packages for our college students. We are requesting donated 
items. There will be a box in the narthex. If you are bringing home-baked goods please do so on Sunday Jan. 12.
Suggested Items
	 Pens, Pencils, Top Ramen, Easy Macs, Cup of Noodles	 Package(s) of fun-sized candy, cookies, crackers or snacks
	 Subway, Starbucks or iTunes gift cards	 Gum/mints
	 Coffee, tea, or hot chocolate packets	 Breakfast bars, granola bars or instant oatmeal
	 Stain remover or laundry detergent “pods”	 Lip balm, toothpaste/toothbrush or lotion
	 Pens, Sharpies, Highlighters or Post-its	 Razors and shaving cream
	 Stationery supplies	 Reusable Cup

6th-12th Grade Sunday Mornings
•	 Ch.I.L.L 
	 Every Sunday, 6th-12th grades, 9-9:30 a.m. in the  

Conference Room! We meet for check-in time, prayer 
and of course…donuts!  NO ChILL December 29.

•	 Sunday School Aides
	 We are encouraging 6th-12th grade youth to sign up as 

Sunday School aides this year, no more than 1-2 times a 
month. 

•	 Youth Worship Leaders 

Youth Ministry!
Confirmation 
For those entering 7th or 8th grade, confirmation is about 
faith exploration, growing as a family in faith, community 
building, and exploring our greater calling. Confirmation 
includes a once-a-month session with parents and youth, 
at-home activities, ChILL on Sunday mornings and partici-
pating in service. 
2020 Schedule
	 January 5	 New Year’s Party, 3-6 p.m.
	 Jan 24-26	 Winter Retreat in Prescott	
	 February 9, March 22, April 19  

High School Youth Group
Time for a year of community building for anyone in 9th-12th 
grades! We will meet once a month offsite for new adventures 
and time to build strong faith friendships! Save these dates!
	 January 5	 New Year’s Party
	 Jan 24-26 	 Winter Retreat in Prescott
	 March 15, April 26

 Youth Group Early Release Lunches 
Lunch with youth group friends on Early Release Days at 
12:45 p.m.! 
	 January 15, February 12, March 18

Service Opportunities
•	 Marathon Water Station, January 19
•	 Arcadia Cares Packathon, March 21
•	 Serve Dinner at First Church UCC, April 26

Community Events
•	 Marathon Water Station, January 19
•	 Preschool Ice Cream Social, February 22
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Stay Informed on POP Ministry
Instagram is popphoenix 

Facebook is popphoenixaz
Text Updates! Text @popyouthaz to 81010

Or email acox@popphoenix to be added to the list for Youth 
and Family Updates!

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
January 2020 Children, Youth & Family News

The goal of Prince of Peace’s Children, Youth and Family Ministry is to create space for Christ to work in the lives of all youth 
and their families. The space we focus on is faith formation, community building and service.

Sunday School Teachers Needed for 2020!
Still looking for Sunday School teachers for the 
next few months! PLEASE consider signing up to 
help! Contact Audrey or Angela!



Faith Formation Tips for Home
from Audrey Cox

Acts of Service – One Small Action 
One of the ways we pass on our faith and values to our kids 
is through serving together. Sometimes we think of serving as 
a big action, but God asks us to love our neighbor and loving 
actions can be big and small. A simple smile is an act of love! 
Providing dinner to someone in need is an act of love! It’s all 
about starting with small actions that become habits for you and 
your family. Here are some small actions of love:
•	 Mail a card to a relative that you have not seen in a while.
•	 Deliver treats or fruit tray to the office staff of a local charity.
•	 Gather school supplies to donate to a school in need.
•	 Offer to carry or help load someone's groceries at the grocery 

store.
•	 Send a birthday card or Christmas card to our Senegal mis-

sionary or a Young Adult in Global Mission. (kristin.eng-
strom@elca.org)

•	 Deliver treats to a local fire department or police station.
•	 Gather games to donate to a local shelter like UMOM. (www.

umom.org)
•	 Leave a bag of quarters — with a note — on a washer at a 

laundromat.
•	 Donate food to an animal shelter.
•	 Donate new pajamas to a local youth shelter like Homeless 
Youth Connection. https://hycaz.org/
•	 Donate books to a doctor's office or shelter.
•	 Call grandparents or an aunt or Uncle and tell them that you 
love them.
•	 Take a card or a Starbucks gift card to the garbage men when 
they pick up the garbage.
•	 Send to troops overseas. www.operationgratitude.com
•	 Sign-up to Volunteer at Feed My Starving Children. www.
fmsc.org
•	 Let someone go in front of you in line today.
•	 Buy the person’s drink behind you at Starbucks.
•	 Give a sincere compliment to someone today.

This month, let’s commit to taking just ONE small action as a 
family to share God’s love through loving service. Share a picture 
of your family serving together with Audrey and we would love 
to share during out “Telling the Story” time on Sunday morning!
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Take Faith HOME!
Each Sunday there is a Taking Faith 
Home resource on the back of the 
bulletin to take home with you for easy 
and interactive ways to explore faith 
all week long! If you aren’t in church, 
download it on our website!  Try out 
ONE new thing this week!

http://www.popphoenix.org/chil-
dren-youth/parents-and-family

New Year's Party for 6th-12th Grades!
January 5 
from 3-6 p.m 
.at Audrey 
& Tony's 
house. RSVP 
to Audrey by 
January 1!
Please bring a 
White Ele-
phant gift (no more than $15 value).

Early Release Youth Group Lunch
January 15, 12:45 p.m .at Panera on Indian 
School & Scottsdale Rd.

Winter Retreat
Please pray for the over 60 6th-12th grade 
youth heading to Camp Pinerock January 24-
26 for our Annual Winter Retreat! This year 
we are bringing All Saints, Desert Cross, Our 
Savior’s and Crossroads Lutheran Churches 
with us!
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Seen Around Prince of Peace.

Feed My Starving Children on November 30.

Jan Beebe and Suzy Steiinmetz at Church Picnic.



To Prince of Peace:

“We are glad and grateful for your partner-
ship — in the summer heat respite program, 
in the pancake breakfast ministry, in the 
Community Thanksgiving worship and 
in Campformation. Thank you for all the 

ways you serve and give. ” 

With love, 
Pastor Sarah Stadler 
Grace Lutheran Church,Phoenix

t	 “Thank you to everyone who sponsored a Christ-
mas angel this year. We provided Christmas wish lists 
for seven families with 35 children, with toys, clothes, 
gift cards, gift cards for food, handmade quilts (thank 
you, Sew & Tie ladies!), and bunk beds. Each family 
was also given a large box of toiletries. Thank you for 
your generosity. Anyone who would like a tax credit 
receipt can get one from Maria in the office.”

t	 “Thank you for all the cards, gifts and remem-
brances we received from so many here at Prince of 
Peace.  It is very kind of you. May your New Year be 
filled with Peace, Hope and Joy.”

Pastor Paul & Nan Nelson

F	 Sherrye Smith & Laurel Edgar for 
serving on Altar Guild in December.
F	 Jacque & Ruben Lara for taking 
the lead on the Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, December 15! 

F	 Parents of Sunday School kids who helped 
their children learn the music and lines for the 
Christmas program!
F	 Those who served as ushers, worship assis-
tants, altar guild and more during Advent and on 
Christmas Eve!

Roses to…  

Save February 19 for an 
Elderberries Outing,  

Details to be announced!
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BG’s will get together on 
Friday, January 24, 5 p.m. at 

Kelly's at Southbridge.

News of Members and 
Friends

Funerals

Dec. 5	 Naida Anglin
Dec. 21	 Ralph Keller

Baptism

Dec. 4	 Violet Marie Plascencia

Wedding

Dec. 5	 Cody & Jenna Behrens



Preschool News
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Preschool Registration opens January 2!
	 Preschool registration opens on January 2 for existing families and church families for the 2020-2021 
school year. Forms will be available on or before 1/2/20 in the preschool office. Please be sure to read the 
new registration form carefully and note any changes to tuition or policies before turning it in.
	 Registration opens to the public on Monday, February 3.  
	 We look forward to entering our 53rd year of preschool at POP and we consider it an honor to provide 
loving and quality early learning experiences to children and families.

Healing Prayers around the 
Altar
January 12 & 26 
Jesus said, “Those who drink of the water that I will give them 
will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” John 4:14
Are you:
•	 Dealing with a new medical diagnosis?
•	 Living with chronic pain?
•	 Worried about someone in your life?
•	 Filled with unrelenting anxiety?
•	 Wanting to feel God working in the midst of your cir-
cumstances?
You are invited to the holy experience of healing prayer. Join 
us at the altar directly following worship and your pastors 
will pray with you about anything on your mind. God has 
so much to offer!

         

Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs
	 Thank you to everyone who helped generate 
grocery store rebates for Prince of Peace’s minis-
tries during 2019. If you are not participating in 
these programs, the church could use your help in 
2020.
	 Instructions for participating in the Fry’s pro-
gram are posted on the church’s website (www.
popphoenix.org) under the Serving tab. If you 
need a new reloadable grocery card from Bashas’ 
(which is also accepted at AJ’s Fine Foods and 
Food City), please let me know.
	 Our Fry’s rebate for 9/1/2019 – 11/30/2019 
was $45. Our rebate for  
November from reloading Bashas’ cards was $42.

Steve Crofton
Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs
602.463.7175; Stephen.Crofton@gmail.com

Christmas Programs  
 We had couple of wonderful Christmas programs, filled with lots of tears, smiles, and songs. 
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The entire Arcadia community, age three on up, is invited to participate in 
assembly-line packing of meals for hungry children and their families, locally and 
internationally. The meals are individually packed, highly nutritious and fi lling. 
Each meal costs only 15 cents to pack!

Our goal is to raise $13,000 in order to pack 115,000 meals.

The packathon is hosted by Prince of Peace Lutheran Church which is a non-profi t 
501c3 charitable organization so all donations are tax deductible.

Sponsorship Opportunities

● $1,500 or more, Golden Bowl Sponsorship — 10,000 meals and over. Includes Table Top Recognition and
Golden Display Board Recognition.

● $750-$1499, Silver Bowl Sponsorship — 5,000 to 9,999 meals. Includes Table Top Recognition and Silver 
Display Board Recognition.

● $300-$749, Bronze Bowl Sponsorship — 2,000  to 4,999 meals. Includes Bronze Display Board Recognition.

● $150-$299, Silver Spoon Sponsorship — 1,000  to 1,999 meals.

All sponsors will have the privilege of displaying promotional materials at the packathon!

To become a sponsor, complete and mail this form with your tax deductible donation to: 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 3641 N. 56th St, Phoenix, AZ 85018
or contact the church offi ce at 480.945.9537 or maria@popphoenix.org.

To pay online, go to www.popphoenix.org and click on the hands button.
Deadline: March 11, 2020.

We are pleased to sponsor the 2020 Arcadia Cares: Food for Kidz Packathon in the amount of $ _________________

Name of Sponsor:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Complete Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person’s Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person’s Phone #  ___________________  Contact Person’s E-mail Address:  ___________________________

This sponsorship is anonymous:  ________ yes          ________ no

6th Annual Arcadia Cares
Food for Kidz Packathon

Saturday, March 21, 2020
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