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Get Proximate

O ne of the most challenging 
speakers at this summer’s 

ELCA National Youth Gathering 
was Bryan Stevenson. Stevenson 

is the founder and executive director of 
the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI). Under 
Stevenson’s leadership, EJI has won 
legal challenges eliminating excessive 
and unfair sentencing, exonerating in-
nocent death row prisoners, confronting 
abuse of the incarcerated and the men-
tally ill, and aiding children prosecuted 
as adults. EJI recently won a ruling in 
the U.S. Supreme Court holding that 
mandatory life-without-parole sentenc-
es for all children 17 or younger are 
unconstitutional. Stevenson described 
his calling to confront the legacy of 
injustice and inequality in America. 
 He said to be change agents, we 
need to “get proximate” — that is, get 
closer to the issues we are trying to ad-
dress and the people we are trying to 
empower. Most of us are taught to stay 
away from such problems, Stevenson 
said, but “there is power in proxim-
ity.” Stevenson noted he would not 
have followed the career path he did if 
he had not taken a summer internship 
in law school that brought him face-to-
face with death-row inmates. Steven-
son believes that “if you are willing to 
get closer to people who are suffering, 
you will find the power to change the 
world.”
 These words have been rolling 
around in my mind for the past few 
months. I believe that Prince of Peace 
has both a solemn responsibility and a 

meet them, talk to them, work to-
gether and play together. In a wide 
variety of conversations and shared 
moments, we can discover the hopes 
and fears and joys and challenges of 
our community and act! Getting prox-
imate is the key.
 Come and set up a car at the POP 
Preschool Trunk or Treat event on 
October 26. Handing out candy to 
children is perhaps the easier way to 
meet members of our community. One 
key: the better you decorate, the more 
conversations you can have. And 
don’t forget to listen. Discovering the 
rhythms of our community can point 
the way to opportunities to do good.  
 I continue to be excited about 
Prince of Peace’s willingness to 
expand our preschool to welcome 
infants and toddlers and, of course, 
their parents. This will give us yet an-
other opportunity to be proximate to 
new parents at exactly the time they 
are asking big questions about faith 
and hope and love. Our community 
is excited about the new infant and 
toddler care initiative. In fact, we are 
already getting calls multiple times 
per day. Amazing!
 More strongly than ever, I believe 
we are planted on the corner of 56th 
and Indian School for reason. God 
continues to love the world through 
us. And we can do even more. So, let’s 
get proximate to find out what that 
“more” is.
 Peace,

sacred opportunity to do all we can to 
make our world a different place.  
Certainly this entails high-level living:  
doing all we can to renounce discrim-
ination, greed and hate in all their 
insidious forms. At the same time, we 
are propelled into everyday life with 
a simple mandate to love one another. 
How can we do this better? We can 
start by taking Bryan Stevenson’s ad-
vice and “getting proximate.”  There 
are many ways to do this.  Thankfully, 
I’ll only outline one.
 For many years, Prince of Peace 
Preschool has been our most con-
sistent touch point for the people in 
our community. We have children 
and parents on campus five days a 
week. Talk about proximate! Over the 
years we have made many attempts 
to build bridges with the preschool 
families in our care (usually from 
1-4 years, depending on the family). 
Some have been successful. Others 
have not. I think the most import-
ant factor in our efforts is not fancy 
programs or glitzy advertising but 
getting proximate. If we want our 
community to know us, we need to 

What are other words 
for proximate?

adjacent, touching, close 
to, beside, alongside of, 
within sniffing distance 
of
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▼

Healing Prayers around the Altar 
October 7 & 21
 Jesus said, “Those who drink of the water that I will give them will never 

be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” John 4:14

Are you:
•	 Dealing	with	a	new	medical	diagnosis?
•	 Living	with	chronic	pain?
•	 Worried	about	someone	in	your	life?
•	 Filled	with	unrelenting	anxiety?
•	 Want	to	feel	God	working	in	the	midst	of	your	circumstances?
 You are invited to the holy experience of healing prayer. Join us at 
the altar directly following worship and your pastors will pray with you 
about anything on your mind. God has so much to offer!
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Sacred Moments in Everyday Life
Sermon Series Continues in October
In the overlooked moments and routines of our lives, we can discover 
God’s presence in surprising ways. How do we embrace the sacred in 
the ordinary and the ordinary in the sacred? Using Christianity Today’s 
2018 book of the year, “Liturgy of the Ordinary” by Tish Harrison War-
ren as a guide, we will seek to uncover the holiness inherent in everyday 
life. Each message will relate to a spiritual practice as well as an aspect 
of Sunday worship.  

 Oct. 7 Family Fights/Passing the Peace and the EverydayWork of 
Shalom

 Oct. 14  Dinner Time/Word, Sacrament and Overlooked Nour-
ishment

 Oct. 21 Calling a Friend/Congregation and Community

Reformation Sunday
October 28, 2018
▼ Incredible music by Dr. Allen Quie, 

Prince of Peace handbell choirs and a 
brass quartet!

▼ Hymns, psalms and decorations galore!  

▼ Wear red!



Sunday Worship

Worship Schedule

Worship, 9:30 a.m.

October 7
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Luke 4:14-21 

Sacred Moments in Everyday Life 
“Family Fights/Passing the Peace and 

the Everyday Work of Shalom” 
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

October 14
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 107:1-9 
John 6:35-40 

Sacred Moments in Everyday Life 
“Dinner Time/Word, Sacrament and 

Overlooked Nourishment” 
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching

October 21
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
John 17:20-23 

Sacred Moments in Everyday Life 
“Calling a Friend/Congregation and 

Community”
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

October 28
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Reformation Sunday 
Psalm 45 

Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-35 

“Reform Everything” 
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
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News from Arcadia Music Academy
 submitted by Maria Renovata & Keri Herding

 We are excited to report how well Arcadia Music Academy is doing in 2018. 
We have grown from 61 students in April 2017 to 82 students in October 2017, 
and now 88 students in August 2018. Teachers keep telling us that they are at 
capacity and we have two new piano teachers who have expressed interest; 
however, we are currently in a holding pattern to see if we will have consistent 
space to use for additional teachers and lessons through the campus remodel-
ing process. A few lessons have moved to the choir room and we are looking at 
possibly using other areas in the church if possible.
 We had one teacher stop teaching at AMA due to the distance she had to 
commute and not enough time in her schedule to teach more than a few stu-
dents one day a week.
 We have seen an increase in income. This is a result of both the increase in 
students attending AMA and of the billing and auto-pay structure we put in place 
which allows us to easily collect on every lesson taken. For comparison purposes, 
these are the income figures for the month of August for the last four years:

 August 2015 < $1796.98>

 August 2016  $724.25

 August 2017  $1,550.44
 August 2018  $6,527.44

Preschool Expansion Initiative  
Update for October
Written by Pastor Rick on behalf of the project team

As we move forward with a campus remodel in the coming months, it is 
critical to remember why we are doing this. Here’s the big picture:
	 •	 Grow	our	successful	preschool	by	adding	new	classrooms	for	infant	

and toddler care.
	 •	 Greater	and	earlier	touchpoint	to	our	community	(families	with	

small children).
	 •	 Phased	strategy	to	build	out	new	offices,	backfill	offices	with	new	

infant and toddler facilities while addressing deferred maintenance 
issues.

	 •	 Provide	additional	revenue	stream	for	future	ministry.
	 •	 Unintended	opportunity	for	spring	cleaning.

The project team has come together nicely.
	 •	 Prince	of	Peace	Team.	Scott	and	Nancy	Stevens,	Janet	DeJonge,	Steve	

Edgar, Pastor Rick and POP staff (as needed)
	 •	 Alliance	Project	Advisors.	Providing	pro	bono	project	management	

services to manage overall project, consultants and vendors
	 •	 Reliance	Build	Inc.	(RBI).	Design	build	general	contractor	providing	

budgeting, scheduling and procurement services for the team
	 •	 Ramirez	Architects.	Parenting	with	RBI	on	the	design.	Art	Ramirez	

is one of the longest-tenured and most recommended architects in 
Arizona.

 In October, we hope to present preliminary architectural drawings and 
a construction budget to the church council for approval. Stay tuned.



Bible Studies Continue in October
4	 After the Boxes Are Unpacked
 Have you or someone you know recently moved or been through a life transition?  

Join us for After the Boxes Are Unpacked. This study will support, prepare, encour-
age and equip a woman to let go and trust God, start over with hope, and move 
forward in faith. Invite your friends! 
Mondays, 10 a.m.

 $25 registration for book and workbook. Questions? Contact Janet Dejonge, 
763.513.7243

4	 Message on Monday
 This Bible study focuses on the Old Testament book of Isaiah from The Message.  Join us 

as Paula Sturgeon guides us in our contemporary Christian understanding of prophecy 
and God’s ever-unfolding story of grace. 
$25 registration. Message Bible included. 
10 a.m.

 To register for either Bible study, contact Janet Dejonge, 763.513.7243, Nancy  
Stevens, 602.418.6963 or the church office, 480.945.9537.

4	 Women’s Evening Bible Study
  Meets Mondays at 6 p.m. for social time. Bible study begins at 6:30 p.m., coordinat-

ed by Jan Beebe.

4	 Wednesday Bible Study 
 Meets 9:30 a.m. in the choir room
 Join us as Pastor Rick leads a lively discussion of the biblical texts that will be used 

the following Sunday. The conversation is lively, the coffee is strong and the laugh-
ter will warm your heart. Join us. Note:  October 23 is Ryan Reynolds’ birthday. 
Please bring a funny joke to class that day!Theology Pub 

Tuesday, Oct. 23 
7 p.m. 

McFate Brewing, South Lo-
cation (1312 N. Scottsdale 
Rd., Scottsdale)

Join Pastor Rick as we study 
scripture with a drink in hand! 
Everyone is welcome and every 
voice is important!
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Elderberries 
Nov. Outing
 Everyone is welcome to join 
the Elderberries on Wednesday, 
November 14, for a tour of the 
Franciscan Renewal Center’s 
newly-rebuilt Our Lady of Angels 
church. Pastor Rick will hold his 
regular Wednesday Bible study 
in the Meditation Chapel (the 
Saint John Bible on display will 
be turned to the verses of the 
Bible verses under discussion!). 
Following the tour and Bible 
study, lunch will be served in the 
retreat’s dining facility.
 Meet in the south parking lot 
at 9:30 a.m. to carpool. If you plan 
to drive on your own, the Re-
newal Center is located at 5802 E. 
Lincoln Dr., Scottsdale.
 Please RSVP to June Larson, 
480.948.5874.

Voices of Praise
Voices of Praise has resumed 
rehearsals and will be sharing 
music through the year, beginning 
on September 30. Please join us 
as we need more voices! Plans 
include singing with several other 
churches in our area … PLUS a 
Christmas cantata on December 9. 
Mark your calendars!

5th Annual Arcadia Cares 
Food for Kidz Packathon

Saturday, March 23, 2019

The Gail Andrews Gathering: “A Celebration of Women” 
November 3, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Please join us on November 3 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Gangsei Hall for a "Cel-
ebration of Women." This is for women of all ages and will be for everyone. 
There will be music, a motivational speaker and a fun craft. Light breakfast and 
a box lunch will be provided. Please sign up after church in the narthex or with 
the church office.



Attn: Amazon.com Shoppers!
 You can support Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Foundation 
while shopping on Amazon.com.
 This is much like the grocery rebate programs we participate in 
with Fry’s and Bashas’. Amazon will give 0.5 percent of purchases 
back to the Foundation. All you have to do is go to smile.amazon.
com and choose Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Foundation as the 
recipient. Here is the link…

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0592846
After you choose the Foundation, just remember to shop at smile.
amazon.com instead of regular amazon.com.
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Wine & Painting Night at Prince of 
Peace with Jana Peterson

Saturday, October 27 
4 to 7 p.m. in the choir room

 Jana obtained an M.A. in Art Education and has been teaching and 
painting for over 30 years. She is coming to celebrate her works on dis-
play and to have a little fun making art with YOU.
 Pop over to Prince of Peace and we'll put a brush in one of your hands 
and a glass of wine in the other (just to get your creative juices flowing a 
bit more easily). Participants will learn how to make their own "Whisper-
ing Woods" or “Ode to Monet” masterpiece. All materials are included 
in the registration, including wine and light snacks. Jana will teach you 
how to paint your very own trees using the "Y" method, as well as how 
to shadow and highlight. Participants will use impressionistic pointillism 
techniques to make the leaves! You will go home an awakened artist — 
with a painting to show for it!

 $40 per person, includes supplies, wine, and light snacks.
 Registration is limited to 30 participants!  
 To RSVP, sign up in the narthex or church office  

or call 480.945.9537 (church office)  
or 480.326.2927 (Jana) 

Cab Connection
 Cab Connection is a Scotts-
dale-funded program offering more 
flexibility and greater independence 
for many individuals. The program 
sends a number of vouchers each 
month to the participant. Each vouch-
er helps purchase a one-way trip from 
the participant's residence to one 
destination. The vouchers are subsi-
dized by the City of Scottsdale and 
pay at the rate of 80 percent up to a 
maximum of $10. The participant pays 
the remainder of the trip cost plus any 
tip. Under special circumstances, Cab 
Connection is available for those indi-
viduals with a temporary disability.
 To apply, you must be a Scottsdale 
resident, age 65 or over, or if under 
65, be certified as disabled through 
the Valley Metro Mobility Center. For 
more information, call Cab Connec-
tion at 480.312.8747.

POP Preschool Trunk or Treat…  
Get Proximate!
Friday, October 26 

(Setup between 4-5 p.m., Event from 6-8 p.m.)

This annual event is a hit with our preschool 
families. We are looking for 10 or more peo-
ple/families from Prince of Peace who will 
participate in the event as ambassadors to our 

preschool families. It’s simple. Bring your car/truck, 
decorate it with Halloween stuff and hand out candy to kids with a 
smile. You can even meet some parents. We will provide you with candy. 
If you are looking for an opportunity to serve, here it is. Contact Pastor 
Rick (pastorrick@popphoenix.org) or Maria in the church office (office@
popphoenix.org) for more details.

 Throughout the Bi-
ble we are told to take 
care of one anoth-
er.    In James we 
are told to pray for 
the sick and anoint 
them with oil. It brings 
the community togeth- e r 
with each other and with 
God. Make sure orphans and widows 
are cared for. In other words, we are to 
be caregivers for one another. 
 We are continuing to develop a 
ministry here at Prince of Peace to do 
those things. A group of people has 
come together and is reaching out to 
those who are in need of care,  
regardless of their situation. If you 
have need of care, please contact Pas-
tor Paul  at 602.740.7187 or the church 
office, 480.945.9537, to let us know. If 
you are being called by God to share 
your care-giving gift, please let Pastor 
Paul know.

  Pastor Paul
  602.740.7187

Compassion Central
Prince of Peace’s Visita-
tion and Care Ministry



Page  6

Please share this flyer and information with your friends and neighbors 
and invite them to the bazaar. We still need bakers and volunteer helpers 
in setting up — contact the church office if you are able to help, especially 
bakers!

The Bazaar is seeking donations of books to sell (children, youth, 
fiction, non fiction). Please drop off donations in boxes labeled 
for the sale in the church office and narthex of the church by 
October 16. Questions can be directed to LuAnn Brentlinger, 
602.509.9130.  
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Prince of Peace… 
60 Years!
We will begin our 60th year cel-
ebration by looking at the past. 
During the month of October, we 
will share slides from the early 
days — primarily the 1960s. Watch 
the screens before the worship 
services and see if you recognize 
anyone!

A Message from 
Your Council 
President
 Fall greetings, friends in Christ! 
 We are looking forward to the 
temperatures that go with “fall” and 
hoping they do just that! Welcome to 
our Seasonal Friends!
 As the season changes, we have 
some wondrous change with it. 
Our Preschool expansion continues 
forward with some preliminary 
plans. Our new pad inserts for the 
welcome pads will arrive soon — a 
place for everyone in attendance 
to always sign in as your presence 
is cherished. And we look to start 
a mentoring program for many as-
pects of church operations to insure 
continuity and celebrate volun-
teer-ism as doers of the word.
 Sixty years and counting for 
Prince of Peace! I’m so excited to cel-
ebrate our history and honor where 
we were to help plan for our future! 
 Love,
 Gwen Jacobs

Prince of Peace Foundation  
Scholarships
 The Prince of Peace Foundation is accepting applications for tuition 
scholarship grants for the 2018/19 college year. Grants will be awarded 
to members of Prince of Peace who will be incoming freshmen or Prince 
of Peace members already attending college. The grants will be based on 
the information, records, grades, etc. contained in the completed scholar-
ship application. 
 Forms are available in the church office and our website  
(popphoenix.org/About/POP Foundation) and must be returned to 
the church office no later than November 23, 2018 (mark Attn: Foun-
dation Scholarship Committee). For more information, contact Dr. 
Doug Beischel, Scholarship Chair (602.362.6496) or the church office 
(480.945.9537).

The Grand Canyon Synod’s Fund for Leaders in 
Mission (FLIM) has been established to provide full 
seminary tuition scholarships for all 1,400 ELCA 
seminary students at all eight seminaries. Tuition 

today at our eight seminaries averages $12,000 per 
year  —  70 percent of our seminary graduates have ac-

cumulated debt that averages $35,000 - $45,000. Because 
of this, some cannot accept calls from smaller congrega-
tions. 
       Here’s your opportunity to have both a fun day of 
golf and fellowship and help support the seminary schol-
arship funds. The tournament will be played on Monday, 
November 12 at Starfire Golf Club, 11500 N. Hayden Rd., 
Scottsdale 85260 and is open to men, women and golfing 

children. The entry fee of $125 per golfer includes golf, cart, tee prizes, and 
dinner. Round up a foursome if you can, otherwise we will get you lined up 
on a team.
 For more information, contact Pastor Paul, 602.740.7187.

Travel Opportunity
 There are times when opportunities come along and we take them and  
afterward we are quite glad we did. Other times we say “no” and regret 
it. Here is an opportunity for a possible “once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.” 
In May of 2020, Pastor Paul will lead a tour to several cities in Eastern 
Europe and then to the “once-a-decade” Passion Play in Oberammer-
gau, Germany. This is an 11-day travel occasion from Phoenix. May 2020 
seems a long time in the future but the Passion Play attracts people from 
around the world and is performed only once a decade and sells out very 
quickly. Please do not miss this chance-of-a-lifetime. Contact Pastor Paul 
(602.740.7187) for more information.

Golf Tournament
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Stay Informed on POP Ministry
Instagram is popphoenix  

Facebook is popphoenixaz 
Text Updates! Text @popyouthaz to 81010 

E-mail acox@popphoenix to be added to Youth and Family 
Updates!

Children, Youth and Family NEWS!
The goal of Prince of Peace’s Children, Youth and Family Ministry is to create space for Christ to work in the lives of all youth 

and their families. The space we focus on is faith formation, community building and service. 

CHILL!
Every Sunday from 9-9:30 a.m. in the Youth Room. We 
meet for check-in time, prayer and of course … donuts. 

Ladies Night Out
Spend time with other women in a fun, faith, friends night 
out at Postino Highland from 6-7:30 p.m.
 November 5

Service Opportunities for All Ages
Serving Breakfast
 6:15-9 a.m. at Grace Lutheran Church
 August 12

High School Youth Group
Time for a year of community building for anyone in 9th-
12th grades!  We will meet once a month from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. off-site for new adventures and time to build strong 
faith friendships! Save these fall dates!
 October 28
 November 18

Milestone Ministry
Celebrating important moments in life and in faith 
through Milestone Ministry! Here are this fall’s upcom-
ing milestones:

 Driver’s License — November 4

Confirmation — C.A.L.L.
For those entering 7th or 8th grade, confirmation is a 
chance to explore your faith in a fun community ex-
perience! We partner with six other churches from all 
over the Phoenix area and gather with about 30-40 other 
middle school youth twice a month for C.A.L.L. (Confir-
mation Among Local Lutherans). If you (or a grandchild 
or friend) are interested in participating, contact Audrey.
C.A.L.L. Fall Schedule (12:45-3 p.m.):
 October 14 & 28
 November 11 & 25
 December 9

Taking Faith Home
Each Sunday there is a Taking Faith Home insert in the 
bulletin to take home with you. If you aren’t in church, 
download it on our website! 

www.popphoenix.org/children-youth/parents-and-family  

Youth Worship Leaders Needed 
4th-12th grade youth!
Youth Worship Leaders help lead worship on Sunday 
mornings with candle lighting, offering distribution, 
communion serving, prayers and sending, “Go in Peace”! 
Please visit this sign-up genius to sign-up or talk to  
Audrey!
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084caeae23a5fa7-20182019

Save the dates for these amazing all- 
congregation events happening this year!
Trunk or Treat October 26
Feed My Starving Children December 1, 9-11 a.m.
Church Picnic December 2 
Marathon Water Station January 13 
Preschool Ice Cream Social February 23
Packathon March 23
Street Fair April 13. 4-7 p.m.
Family Camping Trip May 3-5

Upcoming: Children’s Ministry 
We will begin working on our Christmas program rehearsal 
October 7 during Sunday School! See Angela with any ques-
tions!

Save the date: 2019 Christmas Program

"All I Want for Christmas"
Sunday, Dec. 16, 9:30 a.m.

CONNECT  — 4th-6th Grade Youth Group

January 27, March 31
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Preschool News
by Nicole Hilden, Preschool Director

Grandparent’s Day at Prince of Peace
We had our first ever Grandparent’s Day on September 5, and it was a great 
success! Grandparents were invited to enjoy a light brunch with their grandchil-
dren, check out our Book Fair, and then join us in the sanctuary for JAM (Jesus 
And Me). This is definitely an event we will add to our calendar for next year! 

Scholastic Book Fair
Our Scholastic Book Fair just wrapped 
up. A HUGE thank you to Kathleen 
Lewis, Lauren Morstad, Lori Kanouse, 
Shannon Crandall and the many parent 
volunteers for making it such a success! 
Children and parents were able to shop 
and purchase books for their libraries at 
home and school. We are grateful for the 
many books purchased by parents for 
our classrooms. Also, Scholastic donated 
a portion of the proceeds back to our 
preschool, so we made over $1500 to 
purchase new toys, books and equip-
ment for our preschoolers.

Trunk or Treat
We are very excited for our 10th Annual Trunk or Treat on 
Friday, October 26, from 6-8 p.m. Our parent volunteers are 
planning a fun-filled evening for our Prince of Peace families. 
The parking lot will be full of decorated vehicles for the children 
to trick-or-treat from.  We will also have a 
few different food trucks to make 
dinner a breeze!  You can enjoy 
music, a movie, and everyone is 
invited dress-up in their favorite 
costumes. 

We are looking for volunteers to 
come and pass out candy.  Please 
contact Nicole Hilden in the Preschool 
office if you are interested!  
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Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs
 Our quarterly rebate from Fry’s for June-August was $71. Our rebate for 
August from reloading Bashas’ cards — which are also accepted at AJ’s Fine 
Foods and Food City — was $64.
 If you need a Bashas’ card that is linked to Prince of Peace, please contact 
me. Bashas’ makes charitable donations to Prince of Peace equal to six percent 
of the amounts reloaded on such a card.

 Steve Crofton 
 Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs 
 602.463.7175; sec@slwplc.com

Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report 
as of August 31, 2018

  August 2018 August 2017 
  (4-week month) (4-week month)

Monthly Attendance  611 588 
Monthly Offering $25,436 $22,292 
Monthly Offering Budget $23,857 $24,270 
Variance $1,579 ($1,978)

 Anyone who is on Medicare, lives 
with someone who is on Medicare, or 
simply watches TV is aware that the 
Medicare annual open enrollment pe-
riod is upon us. If you are currently a 
Medicare beneficiary, it isn’t necessary 
to re-enroll. Medicare enrollment is a 
one-time occurrence. Open enrollment 
does allow beneficiaries to switch their 
coverage between original Medicare 
and Medicare Advantage plans.
 When the legislation enacting 
Medicare was originally passed, Part 
A, covering hospitalization, and Part 
B, covering expenses such as doctors’ 
visits, were based on an insurance 
model. As such, Original Medicare 
comes with premiums, deductibles, 
co-pays, and limitations on service. In 
most cases, Medicare pays 80 percent 
of the Medicare-approved amount and 
the beneficiary pays the remainder. 
To assist beneficiaries cover the costs 
Medicare doesn’t pay, two options 
have developed.
▼		The first is supplemental insurance, 
also known as Medigap insurance, 
which covers expenses Medicare 
doesn’t cover. There are 10 levels of 
Medigap insurance coverage, each 
identified by a letter of the alphabet. 
All policies within a certain level are 
required by federal law to offer the 
same coverage. Every insurance carrier 
is not required to offer all 10 levels of 
coverage. However a company must 
offer level “A” (the most basic) if it 
offers any Medigap policy. Also, if a 
company offers any level of Medigap 
policy, it must offer plan “C” or “F.”  
To determine if a Medigap policy is 
best for you, first determine the level 
of coverage that best meets your needs 
and then select an insurance carrier 
that appears to offer you the best price 
and service.
▼		The second alternative is a Medi-
care Advantage Plan, officially known 
as Part “C.” If you enroll in a Medicare 
Advantage Plan, you will receive Part 
A benefits (hospital insurance) and 
Part B benefits through the Advan-
tage Plan  There are different type of 
Advantage Plans, but all are a form of 
what is generically known as managed 

care. The appeal of Advantage Plans 
is that they cover services not offered 
by Original Medicare such as vision 
and dental services and prescription 
drugs. However, you must follow plan 
rules including selecting your health 
provider from the plan’s network of 
physicians.
 Watching the TV ads or reading 
the marketing information arriving in 
your mailbox can be confusing. When 
deciding between Original Medicare, 
Original Medicare with a Medigap 
policy, or an Advantage Care Plan, 
thoroughly researching your options 
is important. When comparing costs, 
look beyond the premium price to 
determine co-pays and deductibles. 
Do the co –pays and deductibles 
outweigh the benefit of the additional 
services? How important is the ability 
to see any healthcare provider that 
accepts Medicare? Most doctors do 
but not all. To assist in your research 
go to www. Medicare.gov or refer 
to the Center for Medicare Services 
publication, Medicare and You, which is 
published annually.

Roses to…  
F Suzy Steinmetz for 
serving on Altar Guild 
in September.
F Members of the POP 

Choir who joined a combined choir 
for Bishop Deborah Hutterer’s installa-
tion at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Church.
F The Hammer family for hosting 
the High School Youth Group kickoff 
party!
F Debbie Nelson, Janet DeJonge, 
Nancy Stevens, Keri Herding, Angela 
Sherrill, Pastor Rick Sherrill, Audrey 
Cox, Maria Renovato and Herman 
Vergara who have met weekly to 
houseclean every nook and cranny on 
campus in preparation for the move 
connected with the preschool proj-
ect — plus all the groups that have 
cleaned up their own areas (Bells, 
Choir, Sew & Tie, Boy Scouts, Youth, 
AMA, Quilters). It has truly taken a 
village and amazing teamwork to get 
this done!
F Mary Quinsler, Fuchs family, Jan 
Beebe, Sue Metcalf, Marian Ricklick, 
June Montague for sharing goodies for 
a Sunday morning coffee fellowships..

Wellness Committee

Medicare Open Enrollment Time
 by Beth Schneider
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