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New Year, New Songs
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Psalm 96:1

I am not a big fan of New Year’s 
resolutions. Over the years I’ve 

discovered that the resolutions 
I tend to come up with are usually 
rash and have a surreal quality about 
them. My “resolution rut” goes like 
this: I spend time setting absurd goals 
for myself and then spend even more 
time feeling guilty for not finding the 
strength to follow through on them. 
Needless to say that’s a lot of time and 
energy down the drain.
 While resolutions are not my 
thing, I am a big fan of celebrating 
the New Year. I love putting the old 
year, with its disappointments and 
disasters, shortfalls and shortcom-
ings, far behind me. I look forward to 
the new year as a clean slate, a tabula 
rasa — an unspoiled canvas upon 
which something astounding and 
beautiful can be created. Not often do 
we dare to think of ourselves as clean 
slates. Not often do we think our-
selves capable of singing new songs!
 Many strands of Christianity teach 
that when you place your trust in 
Jesus, an immediate and complete 
transformation takes place. This is the 
same strand of Christianity that often 
speaks of sin as “backsliding,” as if 
Christians are somehow cured of their 
sin and then relapse back into it. This 
is what the Apostle Paul wrote about 
becoming a “Christ-follower:”

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has  
become new!   2 Corinthians 5:17

discover the numerous possibilities for 
sharing God’s grace with them, some 
we know and many we don’t. A new 
song indeed!
 A few New Year's ago, there was a 
little three-year old girl who, like most 
children, was delighted with the whole 
holiday season. She raced around her 
church's coffee-hour chaos excitedly 
greeting everyone she knew with an 
exuberant, "Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New You!"
 A happy new you? A happy new 
church? Is it really possible? Abso-
lutely. Christ was born to make it 
so! I can’t wait to see what Jesus will 
do in my life and the lives of those I 
encounter in 2019. If we dare to place 
2019 and each successive year in God’s 
hands, the possibilities are endless. 
I look forward to singing new songs 
with you.
 Peace,  

P.S. To my Prince of Peace family:
Thank you for your extraordinary 
show of support during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons. Your willingness 
to share your gifts both behind the 
scenes and in our worship services has 
warmed my heart this year. Thank you 
to those who have blessed me with an 
array of special gifts. Most importantly, 
my thanks go out to all who continue 
to hold me up in prayer. I  continue to 
consider myself blessed to be a part of 
this community of faith.

 There are two crucial points to sift 
out of this often-quoted text. First, 
creation is never complete. Something 
is being created in the world every 
moment of every day, whether it’s 
a baby, an idea or a computer chip. 
When we become new creations in 
Christ (for Lutherans, this journey 
starts at baptism), we become clean 
slates, not final products. We will be 
works-in-progress until the day we 
die. New Year’s resolutions assume 
that we can transform ourselves at the 
drop of a hat.
 Second, God is the best artist I’ve 
ever known. He draws his designs on 
our clean slates when we give Him the 
slightest opportunity. God has plans 
for me that I can’t even imagine right 
now, and the same is true for you. I 
can’t transform myself into the person 
I have in mind when I think up New 
Year’s resolutions because I’m flat out 
not patient or strong or courageous 
enough. But God is. One of the most 
definitive lessons I’ve been learning in 
recent years is that I won’t grow very 
much in faith, hope and love unless I 
trust where God is leading me. Wheth-
er I’m making large or small decisions, 
“Not my will, but yours be done,” is 
a phrase that needs to be on the tip of 
my tongue, not the back of my mind.
 When the calendar turns this year, 
we will enter a year of excitement 
at Prince of Peace. We will open our 
long-planned Preschool Infant and 
Toddler Care Center. We will welcome 
new families who are seeking this vital 
service in our community. We will 
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Rock ‘n Roll Marathon Weekend Schedule 
January 19 and 20 
 The Rock ‘n Roll Marathon is an annual event in the life of our city. Due to 
multiple road closures around Prince of Peace on Sunday, January 20, we have 
adjusted our worship schedule for the weekend.
▼	Saturday, January 19, Rock ‘n Roll Worship, 5 p.m.
 Help us celebrate on “Rock ‘n Roll Marathon” weekend with a special “Rock-n-
Roll” worship service on Saturday night using Holden Evening Prayer. Don’t miss 
this great opportunity to worship while the roads are open!
▼	Sunday, January 20  
 Worship at 9:30 a.m. (no Sunday School).

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, February 10, 11-12 p.m.
The Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 2019 annual congregation meeting will be 
held on Sunday, February 10, 2019 at 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary. Matters to be con-
sidered at the meeting include:
1. Election of the President-elect, Vice President/Personnel and members of the 

Congregation Council.
2. Approval of congregation budget, including Arcadia Music Academy, church 

and preschool components, for calendar year 2019 plus January 2020.
3. Adoption of an amendment to Bylaw C11.02.01 Election of Officers. The amend-

ment clarifies that the term of office for officers begins on 1 April, which is the 
same date that the term of office for Congregation Council members begins. 

4. Adoption of amendments to Bylaw C9.04.1, Pastoral Sabbaticals. The amend-
ments expand the window by one year in each direction from the seventh year 
when a sabbatical can be taken. It deletes continuing education time in the year 
of the sabbatical as a benefit, but continues use of funds budgeted for continuing 
education to be applied toward sabbatical expenses, at the council’s prerogative.

 A copy of the actual language of each bylaw amendment is available for review 
in the church office.

Souper Bowl of Caring (POP Style)
Sunday, February 3
On February 3, two professional football teams will square off on the Super Bowl 
in Atlanta, GA. On the same day, we will be collecting your loose change in big 
metal pots to give to the Arcadia Cares Food for Kidz Packathon. Please bring 
your loose change to worship and look for the “heavy metal” laden youth who 
will be ready to collect it. Together we can make a difference. This is an ESPE-
CIALLY GOOD GIVING/LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR KIDS!

▼

Prayers for Healing 
January 13 and 27
Jesus said, “Those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” John 
4:14
Are you dealing with a new medical diagnosis? Living with chronic pain?
Worried about someone in your life? Filled with unrelenting anxiety? Want to feel 
God working in the midst of your circumstance? You are invited to join us at the 
altar directly following worship and your pastors will pray with you about any-
thing on your mind. God has so much to offer!

▼



Sunday Worship

Worship Schedule

Worship, 9:30 a.m.

January 6

Epiphany of Our Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 
“With a Little Help from My Friends” 

Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

January 13

Baptism of Our Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-7 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
“All You Need Is Love’’ 

Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

January 19/20

Rock ’n Roll Marathon Weekend 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 

“Come Together” 
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

January 27

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Luke 4:14-21 
“Here Comes the Son” 
Miguel Gomez Accosta 

Grand Canyon Synod, preaching
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 Make a New Year’s Resolution to help out those less fortunate  — including 
the hungry children right here in our neighborhood. And you can keep that 
resolution by getting involved with the Fifth Annual Arcadia Cares: Food for 
Kidz packathon on Saturday, March 23, 2019, hosted by Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church. The entire Arcadia community is again being invited to participate in 
assembly-line packing of meals for children and their families locally and interna-
tionally.
 The Food for Kidz model provides individually 
packed, highly nutritious and filling meals packed 
with rice, soy, vitamins and dehydrated vegetables. 
Each meal provides a day’s worth of vitamins and 
nutrients to enable children to grow up strong and 
fight off diseases and sickness. These meals have a 
shelf life of three years. 
 The goal for 2019 is to pack 143,166 meals — 
which would bring our five-year total to 500,000. The 
majority of the meals packed will help fill the empty 
tummies of children and their families in the Phoe-
nix metro area. 

Donations Welcome  
We need to raise $18,000 in order to purchase the necessary ingredients to meet 
our meals’ goal. Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to support the 
effort. Any and all donations are welcome, regardless of the amount. Make your 
donation through Prince of Peace, indicating that it is for Arcadia Cares: Food for 
Kidz. Donations can be put in the Sunday offering plate (make sure to note “Pack-
athon” on the memo line of your check), dropped off in the church office or made 
online through the Prince of Peace website. A sponsorship form is included with 
this newsletter.

Please support Prince of Peace’s major outreach to our community and a very wor-
thy cause by participating in and/or donating to the 2019 packathon. Thank you.

5th Annual Arcadia Cares 
Food for Kidz Packathon

Saturday, March 23, 2019

 Volunteers Needed
Several hundred volun-
teers are needed to assure 
a successful event. All 
ages from three on up are 
welcome to participate. 
Sign ups will begin on 
Sunday, January 27.

Theology Pub  
Returns
Tuesday, January 22 
McFate Brewery, 7 p.m.
Kick off the new year with your Bible, 
beer (or other beverage) and lively 
discussions with great people at McFate 
Brewery, South Location (1312 N. Scott-
sdale Rd., Scottsdale). This is a time for 
free discussion and the sharing of ideas 
and is open to all adults, including your 
friends who aren’t members of POP. 
Pastor Rick would really like to know 
if you are coming. Please send him an 
e-mail (pastorrick@popphoenix.org) or 
a text (408.472.0529) if you plan to be 
there.

Wednesday Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings, January 9, 16, 23, 30 
9:30 a.m. in the choir room 
Please note: No class on January 2
Join Pastor Rick as we look at the assigned scripture readings for the follow-
ing Sunday. This is your opportunity to help create a sermon! The coffee is 
hot, the discussion is lively and the laughter will warm your heart. 
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Our Sew and Tie group dropped off 11 handmade quilts at 
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. The quilts will be 
given to seniors in need. 

Preschool Expansion Initiative Update for January
The first phase of the remodel is moving along on schedule. We hope to be moving our administration offices at the 
end of January and begin phase two immediately after. Reliance Build, our general contractor, Drew Goodman, our 
project manager, and Art Ramirez, our architect, are doing a great job of keeping the project on schedule and insuring 
quality workmanship. We are truly blessed to have them. If you have any questions concerning the remodel please 
contact me, Steve Edgar, at 602.618.3364 or sledgar@gmail.com.

Compassion Central
POP’s Visitation and Care 
Ministry
 Throughout the Bible we 
are told to take care of one 
another.    In James we are 
told to pray for the sick 
and anoint them with 
oil. It brings the com-
munity together with each 
other and with God. Make 
sure orphans and widows are 
cared for. In other words, we are 
to be caregivers for one another. 
 We are continuing to develop a ministry 
here at Prince of Peace to do those things. 
A group of people has come together and 
is reaching out to those who are in need 
of care, regardless of their situation. If you 
have need of care, please contact Pastor 
Paul  at 602.740.7187 or the church office, 
480.945.9537, to let us know. If you are be-
ing called by God to share your care-giving 
gift, please let Pastor Paul know.

  Pastor Paul
  602.740.7187

Coming in 
February 
Elderberry 
Outing
The Elderberries 
are in the process of 
planning an outing on 
Wednesday morning, 
February 27. Watch the 
Sunday bulletin and 
the February Messen-
ger for details but for 
now just save the date. 

On December 1, POP helped pack enough FMSC food to feed 94 kids for a year! 

BGS (Boomer Generation)
Meet January 24, 4:30 p.m. at Kelly's at Southbridge, 7117 E. 6th 
Ave, Scottsdale.
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Taking Faith Home
Weekly resources for you and your family to take faith 
with you wherever you go! This awesome resource 
has service project ideas, 
simple dinner prayers, 
Bible readings and other 
fun family activities for 
the week. Check them out 
online at www.popphoenix.
org/childrenyouth

Stay Informed on POP Ministry
Instagram is popphoenix  

Facebook is popphoenixaz 
Text Updates! Text @popyouthaz to 81010 

E-mail acox@popphoenix to be added to Youth and Family 
Updates!

Children, Youth and Family NEWS!
The goal of Prince of Peace’s Children, Youth and Family Ministry is to create space for Christ to work in the lives of all youth 

and their families. The space we focus on is faith formation, community building and service. 

CHILL!
Every Sunday from 9-9:30 a.m. in the Youth Room. We 
meet for check-in time, prayer and of course … donuts. 

High School Youth Group
Time for a year of community building for anyone in 9th-12th 
grades!  We will meet once a month offsite for new adven-
tures and time to build strong faith friendships!  Save these 
fall dates!
 January 6 (New Year’s Party)
 February 24
 

Confirmation — C.A.L.L.
For those entering 7th or 8th grade, confirmation is a chance 
to explore your faith in a fun community experience! We 
partner with six other churches from all over the Phoenix 
area and gather with about 30-40 other middle school youth 
twice a month for C.A.L.L. (Confirmation Among Local 
Lutherans). If you (or a grandchild or friend) are interested in 
participating, contact Audrey.
 CALL Schedule (12:45 - 3 p.m.)
 January 13 & 27 (at Faith Lutheran)
 February 10 & 24 

Youth Worship Leaders Needed 
4th-12th grade youth!
Youth Worship Leaders help lead worship on Sunday 
mornings with candle lighting, offering distribution, 
communion serving, prayers and sending, “Go in Peace”! 
Please visit this sign-up genius to sign up or talk to  
Audrey!
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084caeae23a5fa7-20182019

Children’s Ministry 
Sunday School Schedule
 January 6 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
 January 13 Sunday School Service Project
 January 20 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Help at Rock ’n Roll 

Water Station
 January 27 Regular Sunday School Schedule Resumes

CONNECT  — 4th-6th Grade Youth Group

January 27

7th-12th Grade New Year’s Party! 
Our annual New Year’s Party is at the Cox family home 
on January 6, 3-5:30 p.m. Please bring a white elephant gift 
($15 limit, please!) This is for youth AND families! RSVP to 
Audrey at acox@popphoenix.org

7th-12th Grade Winter Retreat
February 1-3rd at Camp Pinerock in Prescott! 
Friends welcome!  A couple of spots still remain for 
this retreat. See Audrey for more information.
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Preschool News
by Nicole Hilden, Preschool Director

2019 School Year
 The new year is full of exciting things at POP Preschool! We will open registration for next year’s preschool program on 
January 2 to current preschool families as well as POP church members.  
 Our new infant/toddler program is on track to open in fall 2019! We are anxiously watching as progress is quickly being 
made on our campus. We are so excited to be on the verge of offering this meaningful service to our Arcadia community.  
 Registration for this program will be available to our currently enrolled families and POP church families a month prior to 
opening to the public. We are compiling a list of people who are interested in the program and we will be sending out e-mail 
updates with information and registration dates. If you are interested in enrolling your child in the new program, please let us 
know via e-mail or in person and we will be sure that you receive a registration form when the time comes.  
 We are honored and overjoyed by the support and excitement we have experienced from so many of you. Thank you, 
thank you for your continued prayers and support! 

Christmas Program and Nativity Cast
 Our Preschool Christmas programs took place on schedule and they were fabulous! Each class performed songs for a sanc-
tuary full of teary-eyed parents, family and friends. This is always such a special time for our preschool families and we are 
grateful that we are able to share God’s love with these young children. 
 In addition to teaching and practicing songs with her class, for many years teacher Alice Fuchs also assembled a nativity 
cast to perform during our Christmas programs. This is such a special addition to our programs and just another way these 
children are learning the true meaning of Christmas. Many thanks to teacher Alice for all she does!!  

Prince of Peace, 60 Years!
 Our next event is the Dessert Fest on February 10. It will be preceded by a concert by Des-
ert Bells International under the direction of Kay Cook. Stay tuned for details. (For many years 
the Dessert Fest was part of Prince of Peace’s Christmas festivities and the committee is excited 
to bring it back. 
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Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs
 Thank you to everyone who helped generate grocery store rebates for 
Prince of Peace’s ministries during 2018. If you are not participating in these 
programs, the church could use your help in 2019.
 Instructions for participating in the Fry’s program are posted on the 
church’s website (www.popphoenix.org) under the Serving tab. If you need a 
new reloadable grocery card from Bashas’ (which is also accepted at AJ’s Fine 
Foods and Food City), please let me know.
 Our Fry’s rebate for 9/1/2018 – 11/30/2018 was $64. Our rebate for No-
vember from reloading Bashas’ cards was $76.

 Steve Crofton 
 Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs 
 602.463.7175; sec@slwplc.com

 Hospice is consid-
ered to be the model 
for compassionate end-
of-life care. Patients 
who enter hospice are 
generally expected 
to live for six months 
or less. However, this 
does not mean that 
hospice care ends if the 
patient lives longer than six months. Too 
many patients enter hospice care with 
only days or hours to live. This is unfor-
tunate because early enrollment gen-
erally allows patients to live better and 
to live longer. Hospice care is based on 
the belief that everyone has the right to 
die pain free and with dignity. Further-
more, families are entitled to receive the 
necessary counseling, respite care, and 
practical support to allow patients to 
do so. Services are available to patients 
of any age, race, religion, or illness. 
Hospice is not just for cancer patients. 
Hospice’s focus is on caring, not curing.
 Hospice provides team-oriented 
support which includes medical care, 
pain management, and emotional and 
spiritual support tailored to an individ-
ual patient’s need. The teams usually 
consist of the patient’s personal phy-
sician, the hospice physician, nurses, 
home health aides, social workers, 
clergy, trained volunteers, and speech, 
physical and occupational therapists, 
if needed. Care may be provided in the 
patient’s home with family members as 
the primary caregivers, in a free-stand-
ing hospice center, in a hospital, or in a 
nursing home or other long-term care 
facility. Hospice also includes respite 
care in a care facility for a period of 
time to provide a patient’s caregiver(s) a 
break. Bereavement care and counseling 
is often provided to surviving family 
and friends.
 To receive hospice services, a hospice 
physician and a second physician, often 
the patient’s primary care physician or 
specialist, must certify that the patient 
meets the specific medical eligibility 
criteria. If a patient lives longer than six 
months but his/her condition continues 
to decline, he/she may be re-certified 
for additional time in hospice care. If the 
patient’s condition improves, he/she 

may be discharged 
from hospice care 
but is eligible for 
hospice care again 
if his/her con-
dition begins to 
decline. Services 
are covered by 
Medicare, Medic-
aid, private insur-

ance, and managed care organizations. 
Hospice care does not cover treatment 
intended to cure a terminal illness or 
illness unrelated to the terminal illness, 
prescription drugs to cure the terminal 
illness or an unrelated illness, room and 
board in a nursing home or hospice 
residential facility, care in an emergency 
room, impatient facility care, or ambu-
lance transportation unless arranged by 
the hospice team.
 Most cities and towns will have sev-
eral hospice providers. Different hospice 
organizations provide different services. 
When selecting a hospice provider, 
evaluate the different organizations to 
find the one that best meets your needs. 
Some questions to ask include: Is the 
program Medicare-certified and licensed 
by the state? Who comprises the hospice 
team? What services are offered to the 
patient and to the family? How are hos-
pice services provided after hours? How 
are pain and other symptoms managed? 
And is the program covered by Medi-
care or other insurance?

Roses to…  

F	 LuAnn Bren-
tlinger & Sherrye 
Smith for serving on 

Altar Guild in December.
F	 Trisha Hammer for all her ef-
forts coordinating the POP congre-
gational picnic. 
F	 all singers and musicians 
who participated in the Christmas 
Cantata  — special roses to Lynne 
McGinley for planning, organizing 
and directing the cantata. It was an 
event to remember!

              

News of Members 
and Friends

Funeral/Death

Dec. 15 Rita Pfingsten (death)
Dec. 27 Laura Saeger (death)
Jan.  12 Randy Darland (funeral)

Wellness Committee

Hospice 
 by Beth Schneider

Thank you for all the cards, gifts 
and remembrances you shared 
with us this Christmas season.
 Pastor Paul & Nan

Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for 2019 are ready 
now in the narthex. Please pick yours 
up as soon as possible.  
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The entire Arcadia community, age three on up, is invited to participate in  
assembly-line packing of meals for hungry children and their families, locally and 
internationally. The meals are individually packed, highly nutritious and filling. 
Each meal costs only 15 cents to pack!

Our goal is to raise $18,000 in order to pack 143,166 meals, which would bring 
our 5-year total to 500,000.

The packathon is hosted by Prince of Peace Lutheran Church which is a non-profit 
501c3 charitable organization so all donations are tax deductible.

Sponsorship Opportunities

l $1,500 or more, Golden Bowl Sponsorship — 10,000 meals and over. Includes Table Top Recognition and 
Golden Display Board Recognition.

l $750-$1499, Silver Bowl Sponsorship — 5,000 to 9,999 meals. Includes Table Top Recognition and Silver  
Display Board Recognition.

l $300-$749, Bronze Bowl Sponsorship — 2,000  to 4,999 meals. Includes Bronze Display Board Recognition.

l $150-$299, Silver Spoon Sponsorship — 1,000  to 1,999 meals.

All sponsors will have the privilege of displaying promotional materials at the packathon!

To become a sponsor, complete and mail this form with your tax deductible donation to:  
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 3641 N. 56th St, Phoenix, AZ 85018 
or contact the church office at 480.945.9537 or maria@popphoenix.org. 

To pay online, go to www.popphoenix.org and click on the hands button and then Online Giving. 
Deadline: March 13, 2019.

We are pleased to sponsor the 2019 Arcadia Cares: Food for Kidz Packathon in the amount of $ _________________

Name of Sponsor:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Complete Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person’s Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person’s Phone #  ___________________  Contact Person’s E-mail Address:  ___________________________

This sponsorship is anonymous:  ________ yes          ________ no

5th Annual Arcadia Cares 
Food for Kidz Packathon

Saturday, March 23, 2019


