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Freedom, Truth and Disneyland

I have always been fascinated by 
Disneyland, also known as “The 

Happiest Place on Earth.” And while 
I have jokingly tweaked that man-
tra to, “The Most Exhausting Place 
on Earth,” Disneyland never ceases 
to capture my imagination. When 
someone walks through the turnstiles 
of the park, there is a commotion as 
children run around with undeniable 
excitement. There really is nothing 
better than experiencing a child shak-
ing with joyful anticipation. Walking 
through the park is like stepping into 
an alternative reality. Disneyland 
expends a great deal of energy and 
dollars to maintain an image of per-
fection. The decorations are pristine, 
the crowd management is precise 
(with helpful Disney “cast” members 
available to show you exactly where 
to walk) and the landscaping is 
breathtaking (not a leaf out of place).  
 Cleanliness and order abound! If a 
child spills popcorn on the streets, in-
evitably someone swoops in to sweep 
it up. The bathrooms never have 
a scrap of paper on the floors. The 
store shelves are always stocked, the 
eateries never run out of soft drinks 
and the street-side vendors always 
have plenty of churros. The amazing 
thing is that the public almost never 
sees how this is accomplished — it 
just “magically” happens. I remain 
astounded at the level of organiza-
tion required to pull this off 365 days 
a year. I would say that Disneyland 
runs with “military precision” but 
perhaps the term should be “Disney-
land precision.” Maintaining the im-
age of perfection is what Disneyland 

is all about. It’s great to escape to that 
world once in a while.
 However, our reality is quite dif-
ferent. We face serious challenges in 
our lives. We have shortages of time 
and money (and energy). Our hous-
es get dirty (those floors don’t clean 
themselves). Our lives get complicated 
(and rarely is there someone readily 
available to point the way forward). 
We need something substantially more 
than a temporary escape. We need the 
truth.  
 Jesus said, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and 
you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.”  John 8:32
 The truth is that life is difficult. The 
truth is that we are not perfect and our 
world isn’t either. The truth is that we 
are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  
 But there is more. The truth is that 
we have a God who loves us so com-
pletely that he has done everything to 
reach us. The truth is that the cross of 
Jesus Christ bridges the gap between Pastor Rick

our failures and God’s greatness. The 
truth is that we are not abandoned 
and certainly not alone.  The truth is 
that God can overcome any challenge.  
 Walking out of Disneyland is a 
forced transition from one world to 
another. For me, it always feels like 
freedom. The little moments when 
God breaks through into the murk-
iness of our world are much more 
exciting than Disney’s manufactured 
perfection. 
 We have the opportunity to expe-
rience numerous little moments of 
God this month. In the coming days 
we will celebrate the return of Allen 
Quie from his summer sabbatical, the 
rite of Confirmation, Preschool Trunk 
or Treat, and so many more that we 
cannot anticipate. The truth is that life 
is so much better when we stop trying 
to escape the challenges before us. 
God does his best work in the muck. 
Let freedom ring!
 Peace, 

Prayers for Healing 
October 6 & 20 
Loving God, I pray that you will comfort me in my suffering, lend skill to the hands 
of my healers, and bless the means used for my cure. Give me such confidence in the 
power of your grace, that even when I am afraid, I will put my whole trust in you; 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Whatever you are dealing with, prayer can help. The simple act of turning 
your worry and pain over to God is wonderfully powerful. You are invited 
to the holy experience of healing prayer. Join us at the altar directly following 
worship and your pastors will pray with you about anything on your mind.  
God has so much to offer!
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Servant Outreach Ministry
Mission outreach continues in October  

LUNCHES FOR LEARNING
 Lunches for Learning began in Honduras in 2004. This 
marvelous ministry provides a meal at school so that 
children do not have to beg and may attend school. 
In addition they attempt, when needed, to furnish 
uniforms for those children. It is a joint effort of the school parents and the food 
provided by donations to Lunches for Learning. The story of the beginning of this 
ministry is awe-inspiring and we will continue to share it in future newsletters. 
For the month of October we are asking that you consider helping a child stay in 
school at the cost of $150 per year or $15 per month.

Watch for additional details about how we may be in-
volved with the children in a particular school in Hondu-
ras. This year-long ministry may hopefully evolve into a 
long-term partnership with Prince of Peace. Please contact 
Paula Sturgeon (480.236.6378, paulasturgeon@me.com) if 

you have questions or would like to get involved.

Two Wonderful Sundays to Mark on 
Your Calendar
October 27 
Confirmation/Reformation Sunday
Join us for a celebration of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
featuring a baptism, two confirmations, Holy Communion, 
and “A Mighty Fortress is our God!”

November 3 
All Saints Sunday
Join us as we celebrate God’s promise of eternal life for those 
we have loved and lost. This special time of worship  
will include a brass quartet.

Beginning in May, POP 
started gathering water 
for First UCC Homeless 
Ministry in downtown 
Phoenix; we continued col-
lecting water throughout 
the summer.
 In September we load-
ed up a car trunk with col-
lected water. When we de-
livered it and were shown 
the place where collected 
water was stored, there 
was only one bottle left for 
distribution! Thanks to all 
who donated water over 
the summer months!



Sunday Worship

Worship Schedule

Worship, 9:30 a.m.

October 6

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 
Increase Our Faith” 

Pastor Paul, preaching

October 13

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 
“Gratitude 101” 

Pastor Rick, preaching

October 20

19th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

“Justice 101” 
Pastor Rick, preaching

October 27

Reformation/Confirmation Sunday 
Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 
“The Right Now Church” 

Confirmation students  
share their faith
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Pastor Rick’s 
Open Office 
Hours 
Thursdays,  
1-3 p.m.
Come on by for a bottle of water 
or cup of coffee and conversation 
with Pastor Rick.  

Women’s Bible Study (M&M’s)
Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
 We have begun a study of the faith traditions of our neighbors. And by 
neighbors, of course we are referring to our global neighbors. We are using a 
wonderful book, Honoring Our Neighbors Faith, published by Augsburg Fortress. 
 During this year-long journey we will develop a deeper understanding of 
our own Lutheran tradition and the history of our church. We will also find it 
fascinating to compare our tradition with those of our neighbors. Paula Stur-
geon has led this class 
twice before with much 
success. It is also a fine 
class for those who cannot 
make a weekly commit-
ment, yet wish to partic-
ipate on a drop-in basis. 
You may reach out to Pau-
la Sturgeon (paulastur-
geon@me.com) for more 
information or to Janet 
DeJonge (janlde76@gmail.
com) to get your name on 
our sign-up sheet. Wom-
en’s ministry at Prince of 
Peace is a great place to be 
and all are welcome!

From Your Council President
 by Debbie Nelson

 It is officially fall and it feels a bit like the summer heat has left us alone. I think I 
just heard all of you breathe a sigh of relief. I want to provide a few highlights from 
our September Council meeting.  
 The 2019/20 Campus Maintenance Project (Post- POPIT) was unanimously 
approved by Council. This project will be funded from a surplus remaining in the 
Preschool Expansion Account. The following projects will be completed: replace the 
roof on the administration building, replace/repair the roof on Gangsei Hall, paint 
the administration building, replace the Preschool north playground, plus funds 
will be contributed to a Preschool Scholarship Fund. Thank you to the Preschool 
Expansion Committee (Janet DeJonge, Steve Edgar and Scott and Nancy Stevens) 
for their service on this team. 
 Council also approved sending Angela to a continuing education conference, the 
AYME Conference in Minneapolis, in October. The focus is on faith formation and 
educational leadership in ministry. This should prove to be an invaluable educa-
tional experience for Angela. She will return with a wealth of knowledge that she 
will share with the preschool staff. 
 A few weeks ago, the church staff, Nicole, Jayce and I attended a workshop led 
by Linda Staats. The intent for the workshop was to strengthen relationships and 
foundations as POP staff and key leaders; assess the gifts and passions of the staff 
and leaders to conduct an inventory of our ministries. Linda provided us with 
much insight, ideas and suggestions. It was time well spent! 
 We will kick off our stewardship campaign in October. I encourage you to 
consider, prayerfully and mindfully, your stewardship of the blessings you have re-
ceived. Throughout the year, the stewardship ministry at POP will be about grow-
ing as disciples of Jesus, strengthening our faith practices and together encouraging 
generosity in the faithful stewardship of God’s abundant blessings. 
 The next Council meeting is Tuesday, October 15 at 6 p.m. Congregants are wel-
come to attend. Peace to each of you. 
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Theology Pub
Tuesday, October 22 
7 p.m. 
Fate Brewery
Kick off the new year with your Bible, 
beer (or other beverage) and lively 
discussions with great people at Fate 
Brewing, South Location (1312 N Scott-
sdale Rd., Scottsdale). This is a time 
for free discussion and the sharing of 
ideas and is open to all adults, includ-
ing your friends who aren’t members 
of POP. Please send Pastor Rick an 
e-mail (pastorrick@popphoenix.org) or 
a text (408-472-0529) if you plan to be 
there. 

Wednesday Bible 
Study
Wednesday mornings in 
October at 9:30 a.m. in the 
office conference room 
(no Bible study on Oct. 9)
Join Pastor Rick as we look at the 
assigned scripture readings for the 
following Sunday. This is your oppor-
tunity to help create a sermon! The 
coffee is hot, the discussion is faith- 
affirming and the laughter will warm 
your hearts. All are welcome.

Elderberries 
Outing

November 13
Everyone is welcome to join the 
Elderberries on Wednesday, No-
vember 13 at 10 a.m. for a tour of 
the Franciscan Renewal Center’s 
Healing Garden and the newly 
refurbished Stations of the Cross. 
Pastor Rick will hold his regular 
Wednesday Bible study in the 
Meditation Chapel. Following the 
tour and Bible study, lunch will 
be served in the retreat’s dining 
facility.
 Meet in the south parking lot 
at 9:30 a.m. to carpool. If you plan 
to drive on your own, the Re-
newal Center is located at 5802 E. 
Lincoln Dr., Scottsdale.
 Please RSVP to June Larson at 
480.948.5874.

6th Annual Arcadia Cares 
Food for Kidz Packathon

Saturday, March 21, 2020

Prince of Peace Foundation  
Scholarships
 The Prince of Peace Foundation is accepting applications for tuition schol-
arship grants for the 2019/20 college year. Grants will be awarded to mem-
bers of Prince of Peace who will be incoming freshmen or Prince of Peace 
members already attending college. The grants will be based on the informa-
tion, records, grades, etc. contained in the completed scholarship application. 
Awards will be presented during worship on Dec. 29.
 Forms are available in the church office and our website  
(popphoenix.org/About/POP Foundation) and must be returned to the 
church office no later than December 1, 2019 (mark Attn: Foundation Schol-
arship Committee). For more information, contact Dr. Doug Beischel, Scholar-
ship Chair (602.361.6496) or the church office (480.945.9537).

Scandinavian 
Jul Bazaar

Saturday, Nov. 9 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Church

Free Admission
 Antiques and vintage trea-
sures, collectibles, rosemaling, 
handcrafted arts, books, music 
and movies.
 Many Scandinavian food 
booths offering yellow pea soup 
and rye bread, homemade fri-
kadeller, lapskaus, lefse, waffles, 
cookies, pastries and more.



Children, Youth and Family NEWS!
The goal of Prince of Peace’s Children, Youth and Family Ministry is to create space for Christ to work in the lives of all youth 

and their families. The space we focus on is faith formation, community building and service. 

Sunday School
Sunday School (4-year-old - 5th grade) focuses on some of 
our favorite Bible stories in interactive and new ways! In 
order for our children to get the most out of their Sunday 
morning Children’s Ministry experience, we need a wonder-
ful “village” of adults to guide them and love them. We are 
asking EVERY Sunday School family to volunteer at least 
1-2 times this year. Sign-up HERE: https://signup.com/go/
MCLZHdT. The lessons are entirely planned for you, easy 
to use and hands-on fun for the kids! You can choose what 
kind of lesson you would like to teach on the sign-up page. 

The Christmas program this year is The Secret of Snowflake 
County. Rehearsals will take place during Sunday School 
openings, starting October 13! The Christmas program will 
be performed Sunday, December 15. 

6th-12th Grade Sunday Mornings
•	 Ch.I.L.L 
 Every Sunday, 6th-12th grades, 9-9:30 a.m. in the  

Conference Room! We meet for check-in time, prayer 
and of course…donuts! 

•	 Sunday School Aides
 We are encouraging 6th-12th grade youth to sign up as 

Sunday School aides this year, no more than 1-2 times a 
month. 

•	 Youth Worship Leaders 
 Confirmation youth will serve as Youth Worship Lead-
ers regularly. 

Fall Youth Ministry Kicks Off!
Confirmation 
For those entering 7th or 8th grade, confirmation is about 
faith exploration, growing as a family in faith, community 
building and exploring our greater calling. Confirmation 
includes a once-a-month session with parents and youth, at-
home activities, ChILL on Sunday mornings, and participat-
ing in service. Fall Schedule (11 a.m.-2 p.m.)
 October 20
 November 17

High School Youth Group
Time for a year of community building for anyone in 9th-12th 
grades! We will meet once a month off-site for new adventures 
and time to build strong faith friendships! Save these fall dates!
 October 13 Corn Maze & Pumpkin Patch (meet at POP 

at 2 p.m.!)
 October 25 Trunk or Treat. Let Audrey know if you want 

to bring a car to decorate!

Youth Group Early Release Lunches
Lunch with youth group friends on Early Release Days at 
12:45 p.m.! 
 October 23 Sauce (7135 E. Camelback Rd.)
 December 11 Zoe's Kitchen (4355 E. Indian School Rd.)

Milestone Ministry
Celebrating important moments in life and in faith through 
Milestone Ministry! Here is this fall’s upcoming milestone:
•	Confirmation	Celebration	 October	27Service Opportunities

•	 Feed My Starving Children 
 November 30, 9-11 a.m.

•	 Marathon Water Station 
 January 19

•	 Arcadia Cares Packathon 
 March 21

•	 Serve Dinner at First Church UCC 
 April 26

Community Events
•	 Trunk or Treat, October 25

•	 Feed My Starving Children, November 30, 9-11am

•	 Church Picnic, December 1

•	 Marathon Water Station, January 19

•	 Preschool Ice Cream Social, February 22

•	 Packathon, March 21

•	 Street	Fair,	April	4,	4-7pm
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ChILL

More Youth News

High School Youth Group

Taking Faith Home
Each Sunday there is a Taking Faith Home paragraph in the 

bulletin for easy and interactive ways to explore faith all week! 
If you aren’t in church, download it on our website!  

www.popphoenix.org/children-youth/parents-and-family  

Stay Informed on POP Ministry
Instagram is popphoenix 

Facebook is popphoenixaz
Text Updates! Text @popyouthaz to 81010

Or email acox@popphoenix to be added to the list for 
Youth and Family Updates!

Page 6



Page 7

News from our African Students
Prince of Peace continues it’s mission outreach to help support two students in 
Tanzania, Jackline John and Namayani Loisharwoki. The two graduated from 
MaaSae Girls Lutheran Secondary School and are continuing their post-second-
ary schooling. Jackline is studying Pharmacology at Kampal University and 
Namayani is going for a three-year nursing degree at Arusha Lutheran Medical 
Centre. Our scholarship support is $2,200 each.

Dear Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
 I greet you all in the name of Jesus Christ. I hope you’re all 
fine. I am fine too, and I thank the almighty God for his grace.
 I finished form six on May 2017 and on October 31 2017 I 
joined Diploma in nursing 3 years at Arusha Lutheran Medical 
Centre (ALMC), and I finished first year on September 2018. 
Now I am a second year student who started the end of semester 
2 examination (certificate) from 2nd September 2019 up to 11th 
September 2019. On October 2019 I will be a third year student 
diploma who will conduct research in medical issues and finish 
diploma in nursing on August 2020. Nursing is calling and 
nursing is good as we meet the needs of the patient, client and 
community as a whole. My greater thanks is to you Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church for sponsoring me and I am acquiring 
knowledge, skills and attitude to become a good nurse who will serve patients in body, 
spirit and mind. May almighty God bless you all and your families for your great love to 
me. Colossians 1:3-5, 9-10.

Yours faithfully
Namayani Loishorwaki 

Dear Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
 Greetings from Tanzania, it’s my hope that you are all fine. My 
apologies that I didn’t write to you for a long time. I have completed 
my A level education in 2017 on May, and I have joined university 
on September. I have been getting along with my studies and I have 
been doing well with my studies.
 Here in Tanzania it’s somehow raining and sunny sometimes, 
the weather is very favorable here. How is the weather there in your 
country? I would love to hear from you sometimes. As the LORD 
our GOD is guiding us, I am in good health in mentally, spiritual-
ly, and physically.
 Greetings from my parents, they are very thankful for help-
ing me  to complete my education studies. For now I am looking 
forward to complete my university on 2020 in September. I am very 
happy about that. And hoping to get a good job that will help me paying my everyday bills 
and helping other people and also helping my parents and my siblings.
 I am very thankful for everything that you have been doing for me to complete my 
studies. Our Lord is very merciful and I pray to God that he guides you and protects you 
and keeping you away from all diseases, every day that you wake up, you all be in good 
health and wealth. I  LOVE YOU ALL

Yours sincerely,
Jacqueline John

On Sunday,  
September 29, 20 of 
Lynne McGinley’s 
AMA piano stu-
dents performed 

at Scottsdale Village 
Square, a senior 
living community. It 
was a great oppor-

tunity for us to share 
our talents with the 
residents and for the 
residents to be enter-

tained by this fabulous group of 
pianists — ranging in age from 
6 to 60+! Selections included 
classical songs from Beethoven 
and Brahms, ragtime, blues, as 
well as contemporary pieces … 
and the room was overflowing! 
Two of the families provided 
refreshments following the per-
formance for all of the students 
and residents. What a wonderful 
afternoon of giving back to our 
community!

B

Blessing of the 
Pets!

Saturday, Nov. 16 
10 a.m.

Bring your pets for a special 
blessing at Prince of Peace.



Sew & Tie
Sew & Tie has a long tradi-
tion at Prince of Peace. The 
group has met Fridays for 
many years, assembling quilt 
tops into warm blankets to 
be donated to various orga-
nizations such as Interfaith 
Cooperative Ministries, 
Lutheran Social Services and 
Helen's Hope Chest where the 
quilts are distributed to those 
in need. Come join the group 
as they always welcome more 
hands in this ongoing project. 
We also welcome donations 
of gently-used sheets or any 
cotton fabrics.
 If you have questions, 
please call or text Suzy Stein-
metz at 480.332.8754.

Update from ELCA Missionary Kristin Engstrom in Senegal
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Prince of Peace continues to be blessed with our partnership with ELCA 
Missionary Rev. Kristin Engstrom who serves as the Young Adult in 
Global Mission (YAGM) coordinator in Senegal. A new group of young 
adults arrived in Senegal in September to begin their one-year service 
and immersion experience. What follows is a blog post from Charlie as 
he describes a Senegalese welcome.

“Laughter is key here in Senegal. From what I am told, a good 
sense of humor is very important to our survival. Having a good 
attitude about learning to live in a new culture helps everyone 
adjust. But the Senegalese go beyond this sense of grace, it is 
ingrained into who they are. The people here love to joke! Most 
conversations I have experienced here start with a friendly banter, 
back and forth, quick and witty. For example, the YAGM group 
met one of the church youth, Albert, who loved to tease us about 
how we don’t know the local language yet. Sounds silly, but he 
was more than happy to welcome us to his country and encour-
aged us to start practicing with him.  
 

Using humor and sarcasm is part of who I am, so I appreciate this 
communication style. I just can’t wait until my language skill gets 
better and I can respond! Teranga, teranga, teranga! This word, 
meaning hospitality in Wolof, is one of the most highly prized tra-
ditional values in Senegal. Considered a duty, people go out of their 
way to make you feel welcome. Ever since stepping off the plane, 
I have felt this sense of care surround me. I am a guest here right 
now, but I hope teranga is something I can carry with me back in the 
states and practice while I am in Senegal. 

As a final thought, I encourage you to ponder how you welcome the 
stranger into your community, as I have been welcomed here so far. 
Do you make the effort to greet the passerby? Does humor act as a 
sense of inclusion or as an act of harm? How do you practice hospi-
tality with visitors in your home and community?”



Preschool News
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Volunteer at Feed My 
Starving Children

November 30 
from 9-11 a.m. 

Register now and invite friends –—  
ages 5 and up!

Visit https://www.popphoenix.org/serving 

Join Us for Trunk or Treat
Friday, October 25 

Faith Formation Tips for Home
 by Audrey Cox

Caring Conversations — Family Dinner 

One of the ways we pass on our faith and values to our kids 
is through caring conversations. If you're like our family, the 
hustle of the weekly schedule can really limit the time we 
spend around the table together. A recent survey conducted by 
Eckrich(R), a product of ConAgra Foods, found that 40 percent 
of American families eat dinner together only three or fewer 
times a week, with 10 percent never eating dinner together at 
all. Mealtime is a great time to spend in quality conversation 
with your children and yes, teens too! 
 The website, www.thefamilydinnerproject.org, has lots of 
ideas for how to address the challenges of getting your family 
together for a meal as well as conversation starters and even 
games to break the ice. 
 This month, let’s all work to find a way to increase the 
amount of times we have family dinner time and build the 
amount of caring conversation happening in our homes.

Grandparent’s Day
Our 2nd Annual Grandparents Day was a huge suc-
cess, it was great to see so many Grandparents running 
around with their grandchildren.

This event is always a hit with the kids. 
Bring the entire family and join us for 
Trick or Treating at the many artistic cars, 
taking pictures at the photo station, cut-
ting a rug on the dance floor, and having 
dinner or dessert from on-site food trucks.
 Come to socialize with POP families 
and enjoy some early Halloween fun! Cos-
tumes are highly encouraged for both kids 
and adults!

Volunteer to help
To volunteer your “trunk” and hand out 
candy to trick-or-treaters as well as enter 
our trunk decorating contest, talk to Ange-
la (angela@popphoenix.org). Please plan 
to stay for the entire event (6-8 p.m.). 
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Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report
as of August 31, 2019

  August 2019 August 2018 
  (4-week month) (4-week month)

Monthly Attendance  520 611 
Monthly Offering $28,998 $25,436 
Monthly Offering Budget $29,014 $23,857 
Variance ($16) $1,579

         

Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs
 Our quarterly rebate from Fry’s Food Stores for June through August was 
$44. We earned $22 from the Bashas’ chain (including AJ’s Fine Foods and Food 
City) in August. 
 Thank you to all the members and friends of our church who participate in 
one or both of these programs!!
 If you need a new Bashas’ Community Support card that is linked to Prince of 
Peace, let me know or contact Maria in the church office. Instructions for partici-
pating in the Fry’s program are posted on the church’s website (www.popphoe-
nix.org). Click on the Serving tab and go to the Grocery Store Rebates page.

 Steve Crofton
 Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs
 602.463.7175; Stephen.Crofton@gmail.com

F	 Suzy Steinmetz 
for serving on Altar 
Guild in September.

F	 Heidi Stauden-
maier for being honored by the 
Arizona Capital Times as one of 
its inaugural Women Achievers of 
Arizona —  women who excel in 
their professions and work every 
day to advance their company, 
firm or community, and in doing 
so, make a difference in the lives of 
Arizonans. Heidi will be honored 
at an awards event on October 29 at 
the Phoenix Art Museum.

F	 Boy Scout Troop #6 for cleaning 
up the preschool gardens. 

Roses to…  "Serve Breakfast at Grace"
Sunday, October 27 

6:30 - 9 a.m.
Sign-up to help provide a meal to those experiencing homelessness in our 

community.

www.popphoenix.org/serving 

News of Members 
and Friends

Baptism

Sept. 1 Logan Scott Smidlein

Breakfast crew in September
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