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Thankful for New Life

Where does giving thanks lead us? 
I love the story of Jesus’ encounter 

with the ten lepers (Luke 17:11-17). 
On the way to Jerusalem to face the 
cross, Jesus encountered ten lepers. 
Better put, they were ten outcasts 
with a death sentence. By the rules 
of their society, lepers were forced to 
live apart from everyone else, and on 
those occasions when they drew near 
to others for one reason or another, 
they rang little bells to announce their 
presence and to warn others to steer 
clear. They were quarantined for the 
remainder of their lives.
 As Jesus comes near their quar-
antine zone, the ten lepers approach 
him and, mindful of the rules of their 
society, they call out to Jesus from a 
distance: “Jesus, master, have mercy 
on us.” They took a desperate chance. 
Perhaps he would give them some 
food. Perhaps he would do more. Can 
you imagine that air was filled with 
tension as ten lives hung on the words 

or actions of Jesus? So, they plead, 
“Jesus, master, have mercy on us.”
 Jesus didn’t touch them. He didn’t 
wash them. He didn’t even pray for 
them. Jesus said: “Go, show your-
selves to the priests.” In other words, 
Jesus was saying, go to the priests 
for certificates of cleansing. They had 
surely expected something more, 
something else. Maybe even a little 
pocket change. Who knows what 
made them turn and start walking to-
ward the priests? Maybe desperation. 
Maybe blind hope.
 Then it happened. At some point 
these ten outcast lepers were changed. 
Every diseased cell in their bodies 
suddenly sprang in to full health. In 
a twinkle of an eye, life changed. In 
amazement, they stopped, looked at 
their hands, their feet, at each other’s 
ears, and they realized they were 
healed and whole.
 Can you picture them bounding 
down the road to the priest, now 

running, now leaping, now 
dancing, wondering how 
the priest would react? 
Can you picture the glee 
on their faces as they an-
ticipate a reunion with the 
families, with a health cer-
tificate proclaiming they 
are restored to society? 
All ten former lepers were 
caught up in the joy of the 
moment.
 And now picture 
one of them halting in his 
tracks. He stops, he smiles, 
he turns, now walking, 
now running back to the Pastor Rick

Savior, back to Jesus. He comes back, 
“shouting, laughing, proclaiming 
glory to God with a joyful and thank-
ful heart.” He runs back to Jesus, falls 
at his feet and gives the Son of God 
thanks for giving him his life back.
 Only one of the ten comprehended 
that Jesus was (and continues to be) 
God’s love in the flesh. When some-
one loves you like that, life doesn’t 
simply snap back to normal. Instead 
life becomes extraordinary. The other 
nine wanted nothing more than to go 
back home and start all over again, 
doing what everybody else had been 
doing: hugging their kids, going to 
work on Mondays, attending syn-
agogue on Friday night if nothing 
more interesting was going on. They 
wanted a normal life.
 The one realized that Jesus healed 
them for a reason and that reason 
wasn’t simply to be normal again. 
This one man stood before Jesus and 
received so much more, including 
peace that passes understanding, love 
that changes the world and the chance 
to live an extraordinary life.  
 In our time and place, how many 
of us pray for things to get back to 
normal? I fear that all too many of us 
are in the position of the nine lep-
ers: We want everything to be nor-
mal again. These are extraordinary 
times — God wants to lead us to live 
extraordinary lives. Of service. Of 
forgiveness. Of radical love that sees 
no divisions among us. This is where 
thanksgiving can lead us!
 Peace, 
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Servant Outreach Ministry
Last year several of the Angel Tree moms asked for routine 
household goods rather than personal gifts. This is the reality: 
simple items like soap and toothpaste supersede gifts. Jesus 
reminds us to care for the widow and orphans and that 
“whatever we do for the least of these my people so you 
also have done for me.” It’s with that directive in mind 
that our November focus is to help cover the basics. Here is 
the basic list:
 Laundry detergent
 Shampoo Conditioner Toothpaste  Dish soap
 Toothbrushes Deodorant Bar soap 
You may include anything else as you wish but please remember that we are 
looking for hygiene essentials. 
Please place them in a paper shopping bag and return them to church by Dec. 
1. We will have shopping bags with the list attached available every Sunday in 
November.

LUNCHES FOR LEARNING CONTINUES
We continue to focus our thoughts, prayers and giving to 
the Lunches for Learning program in Honduras. We are 
prayerful and thus hopeful that we will be able to spon-
sor at least 10 kids annually. The cost per child is $150.00. 
Brochures are available on Sundays. You are encouraged 

to chat with Paula Sturgeon... she may talk your arm off because she loves this 
ministry so very much. Her phone is 480.236.6378 or e-mail her at paulastur-
geon@me.com. 

Sunday Worship

Worship Schedule

Worship, 9:30 a.m.

November 3

All Saints Sunday 
Ephesians 1:11-23 

Luke 6:20-31 
“Life Goes On” 

Pastor Rick, preaching

November 10

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 19:12-17a 
Luke 20:27-38 

“God of the Living” 
Pastor Paul, preaching

November 17

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 98 

Luke 21:5-19 
“Endurance” 

Pastor Rick, preaching

November 24

Reign of Christ Sunday 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 
“Simply Forgive” 

Audrey Cox, preaching
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Pastor Rick’s 
Open Office 
Hours 
Wednesdays ,  
1-3 p.m.
Come on by for a bottle of water 
or cup of coffee and conversation 
with Pastor Rick.  

Women’s Bible Study (M&M’s)
Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
 We are having a great time learning about other faith traditions and conse-
quently learning about our own. On Wednesday, November 13, we will join the 
Elderberries on a field trip to the Franciscan Renewal Center. This replaces our  
Tuesday gathering that week. 
 Please join us any Tuesday. Follow in the bulletin to know the denomination 
we are studying each week. ALL are welcome
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Theology Pub — A 
Place for Excellent 
Conversation 
Tuesday, November 12 
7 p.m. 
Fate Brewery
Join us with your Bible, beer (or other 
beverage) and lively discussions with 
great people at Fate Brewing, South 
Location (1312 N Scottsdale Rd., Scott-
sdale). This is a time for free discussion 
and the sharing of ideas and is open to 
all adults, including your friends who 
aren’t members of POP. Please send 
Pastor Rick an e-mail (pastorrick@
popphoenix.org) or a text (408-472-
0529) if you plan to be there. 

Wednesday Bible 
Study
Wednesday mornings in 
November,t 9:30 a.m. in the 
office conference room
(no Bible study on Nov. 13 
due to Elderberries outing)
Join Pastor Rick as we look at the 
assigned scripture readings for the 
following Sunday. This is your oppor-
tunity to help create a sermon! The 
coffee is hot, the discussion is faith- 
affirming and the laughter will warm 
your hearts. All are welcome.

Elderberries 
Outing

November 13
Everyone is welcome to join the 
Elderberries on Wednesday, No-
vember 13 at 10 a.m. for a tour of 
the Franciscan Renewal Center’s 
Healing Garden and the newly 
refurbished Stations of the Cross. 
Pastor Rick will hold his regular 
Wednesday Bible study in the 
Meditation Chapel. Following the 
tour and Bible study, lunch will 
be served in the retreat’s dining 
facility.
 Meet in the south parking lot 
at 9:30 a.m. to carpool. If you plan 
to drive on your own, the Re-
newal Center is located at 5802 E. 
Lincoln Dr., Scottsdale.
 Please RSVP to June Larson at 
480.948.5874.

6th Annual Arcadia Cares 
Food for Kidz Packathon

Saturday, March 21, 2020

Prince of Peace Foundation  
Scholarships
Application Deadline: December 1
 The Prince of Peace Foundation is accepting applications for tuition schol-
arship grants for the 2019/20 college year. Grants will be awarded to mem-
bers of Prince of Peace who will be incoming freshmen or Prince of Peace 
members already attending college. The grants will be based on the informa-
tion, records, grades, etc. contained in the completed scholarship application. 
Awards will be presented during worship on Dec. 29.
 Scholarship forms are available in the church office and on the website  
(popphoenix.org/About/POP Foundation). They must be returned to the 
church office no later than December 1, 2019 (mark Attn: Foundation Schol-
arship Committee). For more information, contact Dr. Doug Beischel, Scholar-
ship Chair (602.361.6496) or the church office (480.945.9537).

BG’s
November 14

 Have you retired or are close to 
retirement and looking for some 
social time? Come and join with 
folks at that same stage of life, ap-
propriately called the BG’s (boomer 
generation). We gather at various 
places to enjoy conversation, snacks 
and a beverage of your choice. 
 Our next gathering will happen 
at Pitch (63rd St. & Thomas) at 4:30 
p.m. on Nov 14.  Join in the fun 
and fellowship for all or part of the 
time. Of course you are encouraged 
to bring a friend or two!



Children, Youth and Family NEWS!
The goal of Prince of Peace’s Children, Youth and Family Ministry is to create space for Christ to work in the lives of all youth 

and their families. The space we focus on is faith formation, community building and service. 

Sunday School
 Sunday School (4-yr-olds thru 5th grade) focuses on some 
of our favorite Bible stories in interactive and new ways! In 
order for our children to get the most out of their Sunday 
morning children’s ministry experience, we need a wonder-
ful “village” of adults to guide and love them. We are asking 
EVERY Sunday School family to volunteer at least 1-2 times 
this year. Sign-up HERE: https://signup.com/go/MCLZ-
HdT. The lessons are entirely planned for you, easy to use 
and hands-on fun for the kids! You can choose what kind of 
lesson you would like to teach on the sign-up. 
 The Christmas Program this year is The Secret of Snowflake 
County. Rehearsals are taking place during Sunday School 
openings! The Christmas program will be performed Sun-
day, December 15. 

6th-12th Grade Sunday Mornings
•	 Ch.I.L.L 
 Every Sunday, 6th-12th grades, 9-9:30 a.m. in the  

Conference Room! We meet for check-in time, prayer 
and of course…donuts! 

•	 Sunday School Aides
 We are encouraging 6th-12th grade youth to sign up as 

Sunday School aides this year, no more than 1-2 times a 
month. 

•	 Youth Worship Leaders 
 Confirmation youth will serve as Youth Worship Lead-
ers regularly. 

Fall Youth Ministry!
Confirmation 
For those entering 7th or 8th grade, confirmation is about 
faith exploration, growing as a family in faith, community 
building and exploring our greater calling. Confirmation 
includes a once-a-month session with parents and youth, 
at-home activities, ChILL on Sunday mornings, and partici-
pating in service. Fall Schedule (11 a.m.-2 p.m.)
 November 17

High School Youth Group
Time for a year of community building for anyone in 9th-12th 
grades! We will meet once a month off-site for new adventures 
and time to build strong faith friendships! Save this date!

 November 30 FMSC and then LUNCH all together! See 
Audrey for more info!

Youth Group Early Release Lunches
Lunch with youth group friends on Early Release Days at 
12:45 p.m.! 
 December 11 Zoe's Kitchen (4355 E. Indian School Rd.)

Service Opportunities
•	 Feed My Starving Children 
 November 30, 9-11 a.m.
•	 Marathon Water Station 
 January 19
•	 Arcadia Cares Packathon 
 March 21
•	 Serve Dinner at First Church UCC 
 April 26

Community Events
•	 Feed My Starving Children, November 30, 9-11am
•	 Church Picnic, December 1
•	 Marathon Water Station, January 19
•	 Preschool Ice Cream Social, February 22
•	 Packathon, March 21
•	 Street Fair, April 4, 4-7pm
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Taking Faith Home
Each Sunday there is a Taking Faith Home paragraph in the bul-

letin for easy and interactive ways to explore faith all week! If you 
aren’t in church, download it on our website! www.popphoenix.

org/children-youth/parents-and-family  

Stay Informed on POP Ministry
Instagram is popphoenix 

Facebook is popphoenixaz
Text Updates! Text @popyouthaz to 81010

Or email acox@popphoenix to be added to the list for Youth 
and Family Updates!

Merrin Garmon & Garrett Nelson with Audrey Cox 
and Pastor Rick following their confirmation on 
October 27.



Faith Formation Tips for Home
from Audrey Cox

Prayer & Devotions — Chat With God 
One of the ways we pass on our faith and values to our kids 
is through time together in prayer. Let’s face it … it can be 
hard to pray! We have expectations that our prayers should 
be eloquent or fancy …or sound pre-planned and perfect. 
That’s not true! Prayer is simply a chat with God … talking 
with a close friend about life. As parents, one of the best ways 
to incorporate prayer is … to just pray! The first few times 
you pray randomly with your kids throughout the day might 
feel weird, but slowly and surely it will become a faith habit 
and something that reminds your kids (and you!) of God’s 
presence in all parts of the day. So, chat with God with your 
kids. You’re equipping them to do the same when you’re not 
with them and they are needing a reminder. of God’s nev-
er-ending love and presence. 
This month, let’s all work to pray aloud with our kids a bit 
more. This way, we can bring down the weird moments or 
nerves around prayer and equip them for their solo chats 
with God!

And more youth and family news to share…

An early release lunch!

Fun at Trunk or Treat!
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Save the Date! 
Sunday, Jan. 19 
POP’s Rock n Roll 
Water Station 
Call or e-mail Steve and Laurel 
Edgar (602.618.3364, 602.677.0301 
or sledgar@gmail.com) to let them 
know you will be there and the 
time you will be available to help 
with this inter-generational service 
project.

POP Luther League Reunion 
"The Howie & Paul Years,1969-1981"

Come and visit with old friends 
Howie & Mary Wennes 

and  
Paul & Louise Evenson

 Saturday, January 11, 2020 
1-5 p.m. Open House

 Sunday, January 12, 2020 
9:30 a.m., Worship Service at Prince of Peace 

Call or e-mail Laurel Edgar with suggested e-mails to anyone who might be 
interested in coming! sledgar@gmail.com or 602.677.0301, We will send an 
Evite invitation with the details!

Compassion  
Central
POP’s Visitation and 
Care Ministry

 This is one of the 
things that is hap-
pening here at 
Prince of Peace.  
 What is Com-
passion Central? 
It is the ministry of 
people visiting people. 
People who are at home, or in 
an institution of some sort. It is 
people bringing a smiling face, a 
cheerful voice, a listening ear or 
a reassuring hug. I was away for 
a few days recently and when I 
returned I had several folks come 
to me and tell me about their visit 
to another and what the situation 
was with the one whom they 
visited. It is really wonderful 
to hear these reports because it 
tells me the ministry of visitation 
continues. If you are one who has 
been called to visit or would like 
to explore this ministry, please 
contact me. You are welcome to 
call me at church, stop and see 
me after worship, or call my cell 
(602.740.7187).
 Pastor Paul

From Your Council President
 by Debbie Nelson

 As we move into the end of the year and begin to prepare for the upcoming 
holidays, let’s not forget about an important holiday, Veteran’s Day. On November 
11, Americans will have the opportunity to celebrate the service and sacrifice of all 
U.S. veterans, for without their sacrifices, our nation would not have the freedoms 
we enjoy today. It is also a time to remember the sacrifice that God made when 
He sent His one and only Son to die for our sins. Reflecting on the sacrifices made 
for us is important, both from the brave men and women who have defended our 
country, but more importantly, through the sacrifice made by Jesus Christ. 
 On October 24 and 25, Pastor Rick, Keri Herding, Jim Schmidlin, Steve Edgar 
and myself attended the Southwest Church Safety and Security Summit. It was 
a very informative conference. We were given many ideas on how to keep our 
campus safe. One big takeaway that I feel is an important reminder for all of us, no 
matter where we are, is to be aware of our surroundings. Our safety and security 
at POP is a high priority. 
 The next council meeting is November 19 at 6 p.m. in the conference room. As 
always, you are welcome to attend the meeting. Also, please feel free to contact me 
with any questions, comments or concerns that you may have.

 Blessings to each of you,  
 Debbie
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Kudos to Pam  
Godward Evans
 Tim Healy, sports broadcaster, intro-
duced Pam Godward (Evans) at a cele-
bratory luncheon as Pam was inducted 
into the ASU Hall of Fame. In addition, 
she was recognized on the field at the 
Oct. 12 football game.
 According to Healy, “Pam set the 
standard for the Sun Devil Women's 
Gymnastics program that would come 
to be recognized as one of the best in 
the country over the next few decades.”
 In her acceptance speech, Pam gave 
credit to her dad, Bill Godward, who 
encouraged her to hand balance in 
their backyard and then to walk on her 
hands throughout the house, trying to 
make a complete circle through their 
kitchen-living room-hallway, etc. She 
also gave credit to her sister, Lynne Mc-
Ginley, for being her biggest supporter 
throughout her gymnastics career and 
always being there for her.
 Congratulations to Pam and Lynne 
for a very proud moment.

172 Quilts Crafted and Delivered

A beautiful display of quilts adorned the communion rails on October 
20. The quilts were made by the Sew & Tie group and represented some 
172 quilts made and delivered to ICM, Lutheran Social Services, Helen's 
Hope Chest  and St. Andrews' Children's Clinic in the past year. The group 
welcomes new members  — there is a place for those who sew, cut squares 
or are able to tie. They meet Fridays at 9 a.m. for a time of stitchery and 
fellowship!!

         
Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs

 Our rebate from the Bashas’ chain (including AJ’s Fine Foods and Food 
City) for September was $42.
 Thank you to all the members and friends of our church who support our 
ministries when shopping at the Bashas’ and Fry’s grocery stores.
 If you need a new Bashas’ Community Support card that is linked to 
Prince of Peace, let me know. Instructions for participating in the Fry’s pro-
gram are posted on the church’s website (www.popphoenix.org). Click on the 
Serving tab and go to the Grocery Store Rebates page.

 Steve Crofton
 Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs
 602.463.7175; Stephen.Crofton@gmail.com

Prayers for  
Healing 
November 3 & 17 
Loving God, I pray that you will 
comfort me in my suffering, lend 
skill to the hands of my healers, and 
bless the means used for my cure. 
Give me such confidence in the pow-
er of your grace, that even when I 
am afraid, I will put my whole trust 
in you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

Whatever you are dealing with, 
prayer can help. The simple act 
of turning your worry and pain 
over to God is wonderfully pow-
erful. You are invited to the holy 
experience of healing prayer. Join 
us at the altar directly following 
worship and your pastors will 
pray with you about anything on 
your mind.  God has so much to 
offer!

Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report
as of September 30, 2019

  September 2019 September 2018 
  (5-week month) (5-week month)

Monthly Attendance  655 712 
Monthly Offering $29,060 $27,081 
Monthly Offering Budget $30,562 $25,677 
Variance ($1,502) $1,404  



Preschool News
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A big thank you to all who joined us for Trunk or Treat.  
We had so much fun! 

Join Us for Bike and Beer Fest at OHSO
Saturday, Nov. 23 

noon to 7 p.m.
OHSO very generously partnered with lo-

cal schools for a beer-brewing contest. 
Our beer, "Once upon a Lime," will be 
on tap for all to try. The school whose 

beer has the most votes will win $500.

Grand Canyon Synod Bishop  
Deborah Hutterer visited  
POPIT (Prince of Peace Infant 
and Toddler Care) in October.
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F	 Sherrye Smith & 
Tracy Fish for serv-
ing on Altar Guild in 
October.

F	 Heidi Staudenmaier for being 
named by The Greater Phoenix 
Chamber as one of 11 women 
finalists for its prestigious ATH-
ENA Award. ATHENA finalists 
are chosen for their excellence in 
business and leadership, dedication 
to the community, and support and 
mentorship of other women.
F	 October Sunday School Teach-
ers Jen Brandt, Anthony Cox, 
Hayden Cox, and Jen Lockerby. 
F	 Susan Robinson for her contin-
uous service as a mentor for our 
youth group.
F	 Carla & Dale Bauer for volun-
teering time to visit with youth 
during ChILL in September.
F	 Organist Allen Quie and brass 
players Derek Sanchez & Benny 
Nguyen (trumpets) and Martin 
Demos & Charles Hopkins (trom-
bones) for the special music on All 
Saints Sunday.

Roses to…  

News of Members 
and Friends

Baptisms

Oct. 13 Sophia Linda Paul
Oct. 27 Hattie Elizabeth Brown

Very special roses to Lynne 
McGinley for her dedication in 
providing the worship music  
this past summer while Allen 
was away. Music is a big part of 
our Sunday worship and Lynne 
brought us hymns and special 
music and planning for the sum-
mer services. Thanks, Lynne. Your 
music was very special to us!

 On a recent visit to your 
healthcare provider, you may 
have noticed a poster in the 
office or received a letter or 
e-mail informing you that your 
provider is participating in an 
Accountable Care Organization 
(ACO). This is especially likely 
if you partici-
pate in original 
Medicare. This 
leads to the 
question, what is an ACO?
 The term was first used in 2006 by 
a researcher at Dartmouth Medical 
School. Since that time, the concept has 
continued to evolve. An ACO is gen-
erally defined as a group of healthcare 
providers, such as doctors, hospitals, 
health plans, etc., who voluntarily 
come together to provide coordinated 
high-quality care to a group of pa-
tients, especially the chronically ill. The 
goal is to provide coordinated care to 
ensure that patients receive the right 
care at the right time while avoiding 
unnecessary spending by eliminating 
care that has no proven benefit or con-
stitutes an unnecessary duplication of 
services. The primary care physician is 
the essential component. ACO partici-
pants focus on preventive care because 
it is more economical to prevent an 
illness than treat one.  
 Who is forming accountable care 
organizations? Some of the largest 
health insurers in the country, in-
cluding Humana, United Health and 
Aetna, have formed their own ACOs. 
Large hospital systems are becoming 
ACOs that employ the majority of 
their providers by purchasing physi-
cian practices. In addition, some large 
multi-specialty physician groups have 
become their own ACOs by network-
ing with neighboring hospitals.   There 
are strict regulations that must be 
followed before establishing an ACO 
and the ability to form an ACO may be 
dependent on the ability to access the 

Wellness Committee

Accountable Care Organizations
 by Beth Schneider

substantial capital required 
for the initial investment.  
 In the 1990s, health 
management organizations 
were seen as the way to 
reduce health care costs. In 
many ways, ACOs seem to 
be a lot like HMOs which 

became ex-
tremely un-
popular. While 
both HMOs and 

ACOs attempt to reduce health care 
costs, there is one major difference. 
HMOs required members to receive 
care from HMO providers. Frequently 
HMOs would refuse to refer patients 
to specialists. If members selected a 
provider outside of the HMO network, 
the HMO would refuse to cover the 
cost. Patient options for care outside 
of the HMO were very limited. ACOs, 
however, must comply with a list of 
quality measures to ensure that they 
are not cutting costs by refusing neces-
sary care. In addition, there is another 
important difference. While doctors 
and hospitals will likely refer patients 
to hospitals and specialists within the 
ACO network, patients are usually free 
to see the doctors of their choice out-
side the network without paying more. 
ACO providers are required to inform 
their patients that they can go to an-
other doctor if they are uncomfortable 
participating in the ACO. Patients may 
also decline to have their data shared 
within the ACO, but usually the patient 
must affirmatively inform the ACO 
that they do not want their medical 
information shared.
 Will ACOs become a permanent part 
of the health care system? Although 
ACOs are becoming pervasive, few are 
willing to say that they are the ultimate 
solution to high health care costs. They 
may be just one step in the effort to 
reduce those costs. Once it was assumed 
that HMOs were the ultimate solution 
and history reveals how that turned out.

Marian Ricklick would appreciate your used "Get Well" and 
"Thinking of You" greeting cards for her card ministry. Please 

bring them to her directly Sundays at church.
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